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CHESTER-LE- STREET. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen. 

I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  your  district  during 
the  year  1910. 

I have  to  thank  your  Council  for  your  continued 
confidence,  and  for  the  courtesy  I have  received  from  you 
throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  TAYLOR. 

6th  March , 1911. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 

The  area  of  the  district  remains  unchanged. 

PHYSICAL  ASPECT  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  district  is  hilly  and  broken  up  in  numerous  valleys,  the 
greater  number  of  which  converge  to  the  chief  valley  called  the 
Team.  This  chief  valley  has  its  long  diameter  generally  North 
and  South. 

The  elevation  varies  slightly  above  sea  level  to  a little 
over  600  feet. 

OCCUPATION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS. 

Whilst  Brickmaking,  Engineering,  Pipe  Making,  and 
Agriculture  employ  some,  the  great  majority  of  the  people  are 
engaged  in  Mining,  with  its  kindred  occupation  of  Cokemaking. 

NEW  ENACTMENTS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Although  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  &e..  Act  came 
into  force  during  1909,  nothing  has  been  done  during  this  year 
to  carry  into  effect  its  provisions. 

In  the  month  of  September  the  Local  Government  Board 
issued  a Memo,  dealing  with  the  methods  to  be  adopted  in  the 
examinations  to  be  made  under  its  provisions.  Your  Council 
remitted  the  Memo,  to  a Committee  to  formulate  the  details  for 
the  efficient  working  of  the  Act.  The  findings  of  the  Committee 
were  adopted  by  your  Council,  and  as  from  the  1st  January, 
1911,  the  Act  will  be  in  active  operation  in  your  district. 

During  the  Autumn  the  “ Board  ” issued  an  Order  legalising 
the  supply  of  anti-diphtheritic  serum  to  necessitous  persons  under 
the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A further  order  of  the  “ Board  ” deals  with  the  appointment 
and  duties  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  most  superficial  glance  at  these  orders  cannot  fail  to 
show  that  there  is  a considerable  increase  of  work  placed  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  officers  named  in  each  order.  The 
systematic  examination  and  re-examination  of  houses  alone 
means  a very  great  increase  of  work,  much  more  I am  afraid 
than  one  at  first  imagines,  whilst  the  responsibility  thrown 
on  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  much  greater  than  it  has 
ever  been  before.  The  clerical  work  entailed  appears  to  me  to 
be  enormous  for  the  books  to  be  kept  are  legion  now  to  those  of 
16  years  ago. 
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Din  ing  the  year  your  Council  resolved  to  erect  42  houses  in 
Washington  township.  The  Council  remitted  to  a Committee 
the  working  out  of  the  details  of  the  scheme.  The  Committee 
has  given  the  question  a great  amount  of  thought  and  time, 
and  with  the  Surveyor  have  agreed  to  build  21  three-roomed 
houses  and  21  five-roomed  houses  on  a site  to  be  hereafter 
selected. 

The  County  Council  have  offered  to  your  Council  the  com- 
pleting of  their  building  scheme  in  the  township  of  Usworth, 
and  the  question  is  now  being  considered  by  your  Special  Com- 
mittee. 

There  is  a very  great  need  for  houses  in  both  Usworth  and 
Washington  townships.  The  building  of  houses  by  private 
enterprise  in  both  of  these  townships  has  been  very  slack  during 
the  year  under  review. 

The  Bacteriological  Examination  of  milk  for  Bacillus 
Tuberculosis  still  remains  in  abeyance  owing  to  the  inability  of 
the  Council  to  spend  money  on  its  examination.  This  examin- 
ation is  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
Parliament  will  this  Session  enact  that  the  milk  of  all  herds 
shall  be  periodically  examined  for  Bacillus  Tuberculosis. 

The  Council  is  considering  the  question  of  the  bacterio- 
logical examinations  of  domestic  waters  for  Bacillus  Coli.  From 
the  experience  of  past  years  and  from  the  large  amount  of  cases 
of  Enteric  Fever  in  the  areas  of  certain  water  supplies,  I think 
such  an  examination  is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

POPULATION. 

The  increase  of  your  population  which  has  been  taking  place 
for  a considerable  number  of  years  continues,  but  not  quite  so 
markedly  as  during  the  past  years.  The  increase  is  chiefly  in  the 
parishes  of  Washington,  Usworth,  Witton  Gilbert,  and  Birtley. 
There  are,  however,  decreases  in  Barmston,  Burnmoor,  Ouston, 
and  Plawsworth.  The  decrease  in  Plawsworth  is  immaterial, 
and  the  decreases  in  the  other  townships  are  due  to  the  closing 
of  insanitary  houses  in  Burnmoor  and  Ouston,  and  to  the  con- 
version of  back-to-back  houses  to  through  houses  in  Barmston. 

I estimate  the  population  at  the  middle  of  the  year  to  be 
63,869,  an  increase  of  1,130,  or  1-76  per  cent.,  as  compared  with 
an  increase  of  2-79  per  cent,  last  year.  This  estimate  is  arrived 
at  by  multiplying  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  as  supplied  to 
me  by  the  assistant  overseers  (whose  courtesy  I wish  here  to 
acknowledge)  on  a given  date,  by  the  average  number  of  persons 
per  house  at  the  last  census. 
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If  the  accuracy  of  the  number  of  houses  be  beyond  doubt 
the  estimated  population  is  very  fairly  correct. 

The  number  of  births  in  excess  over  deaths  is  1,392,  as 
compared  with  1 ,41 9 last  year,  and  with  1 ,252  during  the  previous 
year.  If  my  estimate  of  the  population  is  corrected  there  has 
been  more  emigration  than  immigration  taking  place  in  your 
district,  or  else  there  is  more  overcrowding  than  previously. 


MARRIAGES. 


The  number  of  marriages  registered  during  the  year  has  been 
534,  as  compared  with  483  last  year. 

The  marriage  rate  for  the  year  has  been  16-7  per  1,000  as 
compared  with  15-39  last  year,  and  with  14-81  during  the  previous 
year. 

The  marriage  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year 
ended  30th  September  is  14-0  per  1,000. 


Marriage  rate  from  1896  to  1910  inclusive 


Year. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1, 

1896  

461  . . . 

16  2 

1897 

469  . . . 

16-4 

1898  

490  . . . 

16-6 

1899 

444  . . . 

15-2 

1900  

458  . . . 

15-1 

1901  

492  . . . 

16  1 

1902  

515  . . . 

16-4 

1903  

470  . . . 

14-5 

1904 

545  . . . 

16-3 

1905  

487  . . . 

14-1 . 

1906 

552  . . . 

15-5 

1907 

556  . . . 

15-2 

1908 

555  . . . 

14-8 

1909 

483  . . . 

15-3 

1910  . . . . 

534  . . . 

16-7 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  is  2,341, 
as  compared  with  2,361  last  year,  and  with  2,299  the  previous 
year.  There  is  thus  a decrease  of  20  as  compared  with  last  year. 
The  birth  rate  is  36-65  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  37-75  per 
1,000  last  year,  and  with  37-58  per  1,000  for  1908. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  administrative  county  is  34-4  per  1 ,000, 
and  for  England  and  Wales  the  rate  is  24-8  per  1,000.  It  is  to 
be  observed  that  the  birth  rate  for  your  district,  for  the  County, 
and  for  England  and  Wales  is  lower  than  that  of  last  year. 
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As  usual  there  was  a marked  decline  of  births  during  the 
fourth  quarter.  It  is  likely,  however,  that  the  fourth  quarter 
is  no  more  inimical  to  the  reproduction  of  the  species  than  the 
other  three  quarters,  and  the  lower  birth  rate  results  rather  to 
the  delay  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to  register,  than  of 
nature  to  produce. 

Comparing  the  several  townships  having  a population  of 
2,000  or  upwards,  the  highest  rates  are  in  Pelton  (45-45),  Lumley 
Great  (43-95).  Washington  (40-90),  and  Usworth  (38-40)  ; and 
lowest  are  in  Lamesley  (29-06),  Harraton  (31-23),  Urpeth  (34-45), 
and  Birtley  (35-55). 

The  four  townships  having  the  highest  birth  rates  this  year 
had  the  highest  rates  last  year,  and  the  township  (Pelton)  having 
the  highest  rate  this  year  had  the  highest  rate  last  year. 

Three  of  the  Townships  this  year  having  the  lowest  rates 
were  amongst  the  lowest  four  townships  last  year,  and  the 
township  this  year  having  the  lowest  rate  had  the  lowest  rate 
last  year. 

During  the  year  63  illegitimate  births  have  been  registered, 
equal  to  a percentage  of  2-69  of  all  births,  as  compared  with  4-01 
per  cent,  last  year,  and  with  3-77  per  cent,  during  the  previous 
year. 

First  Quarter,  Births  . . 559  . . Rate,  35-00  per  1,000 

Second  ,,  ,,  628  . . ,,  39-33  ,,  ,, 

Third  „ „ . . 611  „ 38-26  „ 

Fourth  ,,  ,,  543  . . ,,  34-00  ,,  ,, 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  as  occurring 
within  the  district  is  914  as  compared  with  908  last  year,  and 
with  928  during  1908.  There  is  an  increase  of  6,  as  compared 
with  a decrease  of  20  during  last  year  ; to  this  number  must  be 
added  the  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  but  who 
died  outside  your  district.  These  deaths  occurred  in  the  Union 
Workhouse,  Isolation  Hospital,  County  Lunatic  Asylum,  and 
General  Hospitals,  and  amounted  to  35,  giving  a grand  total  of 
deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  your  district  of  949.  The  General 
Death  rate  is  14-85  per  1,000  as  compared  with  15-01  per  1,000 
last  year,  and  with  17-42  per  1,000  for  the  previous  year.  There 
was  a very  marked  fall  in  the  death  rate  during  1909,  and  that 
fall  has  been  continued  in  a much  less  degree  this  year,  and  the 
death  rate  this  year  is  the  lowest  of  any  year  of  which  I have  a 
record.  If  the  table  on  page  13  be  consulted  the  death  rate 
for  the  past  23  years  will  be  readily  compared,  and  the  same 
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tabic  shows  the  steady  decline  of  the  general  death  rate  for  the 
same  period.  The  general  death  rate  for  the  administrative 
county  is  15-10  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  15-70  per  1,000  last 
year,  whilst  the  General  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is 
13*4  per  1,000  as  compared  with  14-5  per  1,000  last  year. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  County  death  rate  is  over- 
estimated, as  well  as  the  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  year  under  review  was  during  the  greater  part  cold, 
and  no  part  of  it  was  excessively  hot  and  dry.  This  condition 
favours  a low  death  rate  in  certain  diseases,  e.g.,  Diarrhceal 
diseases,  though  it  may  increase  the  death  rate  from  diseases  of 
the  Respiratory  system. 

INFANT  DEATHS. 

By  Infant  Deaths  is  meant  the  deaths  of  children  under  the 
age  of  one  year. 

The  number  of  such  deaths  this  year  is  336,  as  compared 
with  332  last  year,  and  with  405  during  the  previous  year.  There 
is  a slight  increase  this  year  as  compared  with  last  year. 

The  Infant  death  rate  is  144-8  per  1,000  born,  as  compared 
witli  140-6  per  1,000  born  last  year,  and  with  176-1  per  1,000 
born  during  the  previous  year.  The  diminution  in  the  infant 
death  rate  as  compared  with  the  year  1908  is  due  chiefly  to  the 
difference  in  the  Diarrhceal  death  rate,  which  was  high  in  1908, 
but  owing  to  climatic  conditions  was  low  in  both  1909  and  1910. 

The  infant  death  rate  for  the  administrative  county  is  126 
per  1,000  born  (2  per  1,000  higher  than  last  year),  and  for  England 
and  Wales  the  rate  is  106  per  1,000  born,  as  compared  with 
109  per  1,000  born  last  year.  There  continues  to  be  a wide 
difference  between  the  infant  death  rate  of  your  district,  and 
that  of  the  County,  whilst  the  difference  between  the  rate  for 
your  district  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  is  still  greater, 
being  no  less  than  38-8  per  1.000,  which  is  a greater  difference 
than  last  year  (31-5). 

In  the  77  great  towns  of  England  and  Wales  (each  of  a 
population  of  100,000  and  upwards)  the  infant  death  rate  is 
115  per  1,000  born,  in  the  136  small  towns  (each  of  a population 
of  20,000  to  100,000)  the  infant  death  rate  is  104  per  1,000  born, 
and  in  the  remainder  of  England  and  Wales  the  infant  death 
rate  is  only  96  per  1,000  born. 

If  any  comparison  is  made  between  your  district  and  any 
of  the  three  divisions  of  England  and  Wales  just  mentioned,  it 
should  be  made  with  that  division  containing  the  small  towns, 


and  then  the  comparison  is  still  more  against  your  district,  the 
difference  being  40-8  per  1,000  born,  which  means  a loss  to  your 
district  for  the  year  of  91  infant  lives. 

Again,  premature  birth  takes  its  heavy  toll  of  life,  64  children 
having  been  born  prematurely,  as  compared  with  75  last  year. 
This  is  equal  to  19  per  cent,  of  all  the  infant  deaths,  as  compared 
with  22-6  per  cent,  last  year.  Next  comes  Diarrhoea,  which 
caused  55  deaths  of  infants  or  16-3  per  cent,  of  all  infant  deaths 
as  compared  with  8-7  per  cent,  last  year  ; Chest  affection  caused 
50  deaths,  or  14-8  per  cent,  of  all  infant  deaths,  as  compared 
with  17  per  cent,  last  year.  Grouping  these  three  classes  of 
diseases,  their  total  does  not  vary  much  between  1909  and  1910, 
being  48-3  per  cent,  of  all  infant  deaths  in  1909,  and  50T  per  cent, 
of  all  infant  deaths  in  1910. 

Though  lower  than  last  year,  deaths  from  premature  birth 
continue  high,  at  the  same  time  the  birth  rate  steadily  falls. 
One  can  hardly  believe  that  the  power  of  procreation  or  of  be- 
getting healthy  children  has  lessened  so  much  as  the  figures 
quoted  would  tend  to  suggest,  and  one  is  driven  to  the  conclusion 
that  overt  acts  are  mlulged  in  to  lessen  the  conception  rate, 
and  to  lessen  the  full-time  birth  rate.  One  is  also  afraid  that 
those  nefarious  agencies,  so  widely  advertised,  and  advertised 
even  in  religious  periodicals,  are  becoming  more  widely  known 
and  more  widely  practised. 

The  class  of  cheap  entertainments  is  increasing  daily,  and 
nearly  every  village  or  group  of  villages  has  its  picture  palace 
theatre,  or  dancing  club.  These  amusements  are  probably 
one  of  the  causes  of  the  endeavours  to  lessen  conception. 

It  is  much  easier  to  attend  places  of  amusements  if  untram- 
meled with  infants,  and  those  keen  of  amusements  and  holiday 
making  are  not  keen  of  children. 

An  analysis  of  the  infant  deaths  shows  that  of  the  336, 
98,  or  29T  per  cent,  died  under  4 weeks  old  ; during  the  next 
5 months  115,  or  342  per  cent,  died,  so  that  63-3  per  cent,  of 
all  the  infants  dying,  during  the  year  succumbed  before  reaching 
the  end  of  their  sixth  month  of  life. 

Probably  it  was  not  necessary  that  so  many  died,  probably 
some  would  have  been  saved,  had  more  skilful  hands  tended 
them.  That  is  only  a supposition,  and  can  only  be  proved  by 
judging  the  results  of  more  skilful  care  and  attention. 

Last  year  14  per  cent,  of  the  children  died  before  reaching 
the  end  of  their  first  year  of  life,  and  this  year  the  same  per 
centage  suffered  the  same  fate. 
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I went  fully  into  a probable  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs 
in  my  last  Annual  Report,  and  I can  only  repeat  the  same 
statements  and  opinions  this  year. 

No  one  for  one  moment  considers  that  Health  Visitors  will 
immediately  reduce  markedly  the  infant  death  rate,  nor  can 
one  ever  for  a moment  hope  for  the  Health  Visitor  doing  the 
amount  of  good  one  could  wish  for,  hut  I am  certain  good  can 
he  done  by  that  means  and  probably  only  by  that  means. 

In  addition  to  the  loss  of  infant  life  which  can  be 
gauged  by  the  registers  there  is  a loss  of  infant  life  which  in 
England  and  Wales  is  difficult  to  ascertain,  viz.  : deaths 
occurring  before  birth,  and  further,  deaths  due  to  abortion. 
There  appears  no  reason  why  still  births  should  not  be  registered 
in  England  and  Wales  as  well  as  in  that  part  of  the  British 
Empire  nearest  our  shores,  I mean  in  the  Channel  Isles. 

Your  Council  remitted  to  a Committee  the  consideration  of 
the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts  and  the 
appointment  of  one  or  more  Health  Visitors.  After  pro- 
longed discussion  your  Committee  resolved  to  recommend  that 
your  Council  adopt  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  appoint 
one  Health  Visitor,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  your  Council 
had  not  adopted  your  Committee’s  recommendations,  though 
the  matter  had  been  under  discussion  and  was  referred  to  a 
future  meeting  of  the  Council,  when  it  was  hoped  more  members 
would  be  present. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  least  during  the  second  quarter  ; 
whilst  last  year  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  during 
the  first  quarter,  and  the  least  during  the  third  quarter. 

First  Quarter,  Deaths  ..  260  ..  Rate,  16-28  per  1,000 

Second  ,,  ,,  . . 215  . . ,,  13-46  ,,  ,, 

Third  ,,  ,,  . . 228  . . ,,  14-27  „ ,, 

Fourth  ,,  ,,  . . 246  . . ,,  15-40  „ ,, 

The  general  rate  for  each  township  will  be  found  in  Table 
XIII. 

In  townships  with  a population  of  2,000  or  upwards  the 
highest  general  death  rates  are  in  Birtley  (16-68),  Harraton 
(16-06),  Witton  Gilbert  (15-89),  and  Pelton  (15-78).  The  lowest 
rates  are  in  Lumley  Great  (10-37),  Lamesley  (12-70),  Washington 
(12-97),  and  Edmondsley  (14-99). 

As  to  Infant  Death  Rate,  in  townships  with  a population 
of  2,000  and  upwards  the  highest  rates  are  in  : Edmondsley 
(202),  Urpeth  (178),  Birtley  (167).  and  Pelton  (161);  and  the 
lowest  are  in  Lumley  Great  (67).  Csworth  (131),  Harraton  (142), 
and  Lamesley  (142). 
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First  Quarter  ..  Deaths,  85  Rate,  152-0  per  1,000  born. 

Second  ,,  ,,  81  ,,  128-9  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Third  „ „ 79  „ 129-3  „ „ 

Fourth  . ,,  94  ,,  173-1  ,, 

Deaths  from  the  seven  chief  Zymotic  diseases,  viz.,  Smallpox, 
Whooping  Cough,  Scarlet  Fever  (or  Scarlatina),  Measles, 
Diphtheria,  and  Membranous  Croup ; Fever  (Enteric  or 
Typhoid,  Typhus  and  Continued),  and  Diarrhoea,  number  114. 
as  compared  with  112  last  year,  and  with  221  during  the  previous 
year.  Though  the  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  are  nearly 
twice  as  large  as  last  year’s,  the  total  of  ail  other  Zymotic  deaths 
is  less. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  is  1-78  per  1,000,  as  compared  with 
1-78  per  1,000  last  year,  and  with  3-62  per  1,000  during  the 
previous  year. 

The  Zymotic  rate  for  the  administrative  County  is  1-62  per 
1,000,  and  for  England  and  Wales  the  Zymotic  death  rate  is 
0-99  per  1,000. 

The  Zymotic  dt  , ' h rate  in  townships  having  a population  of 
2,000  and  upwards  is  highest  in  Edmondsley  (2-14),  Birtley 
(1-81),  and  Pelton  (1-41),  and  lowest  in  Witton  Gilbert  (0-41), 
Lamesley  (0-63),  and  Harraton  (0-89),  whilst  in  6 of  the  smaller 
townships  the  Zymotic  death  rate  is  nil. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Zymotic  disease  during  the  past  three  years  : — 


Disease. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910 

Smallpox  

0 . 

0 . 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

12  . 

. 10  . 

6 

Measles 

15  . 

. 12  . 

4 

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 

43  . 

. 28  . 

. 18 

Croup  

9 . 

. 13  . 

. 13 

Fever  (Enteric  and  Continued) 

12  . 

i 

. 2 

Diarrhoea  

127  . 

. 42  . 

. 71 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  (Pneumonia,  Bronchitis, 
Pleurisy  and  other  diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System),  except 
Phthisis,  cause  the  death  of  155  persons  as  compared  with  166 
last  year,  and  with  158  during  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  number  71,  as  compared  with  42 
last  year,  and  with  127  during  the  previous  year.  As  filth  of  an 
animal  nature  chiefly,  and  high  temperature  are  the  sole 
arbiters  of  a high  or  low  death  rate  from  Diarrhoea,  this  disease 
must  obviously  vary  with  the  alterations  of  its  two  factors  of 
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causation.  The  present  year,  though  not  by  any  means  a 
warm  year,  had  a higher  temperature  during  August,  September 
and  October  than  last  year,  and  consequently  had  an  increased 
number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea.  Diarrhoea  is  specially 
fatal  among  children,  and  the  younger  the  child  the  greater  the 
fatality.  Of  the  71  deaths  this  year  55  or  77-6  per  cent,  are  of 
children  under  one  year  old,  and  69  or  97- 18  per  cent,  are  of 
children  under  5 years  of  age. 

Diarrhoea,  being  a disease  brought  about  by  preventable 
causes,  should  be  a disease  readily  lessened  in  its  fatality. 
Obviously  the  lessening  of  filth  must  lessen  one  of  the  predis- 
posing factors  of  the  disease.  The  temperature  of  the  atmos- 
phere one  cannot  control,  but  as  the  cause  of  Diarrhoea  is  an 
organism  requiring  heat  and  filth  for  its  effective  propagation, 
it  need  not  concern  us  if  one  of  the  factors  cannot  be  controlled, 
provided  the  other  can. 

It  should  be  the  duty,  or  rather  the  pleasure  of  all  health 
authorities  to  prolong  life  as  long  as  possible,  for  the  prosperity 
of  a community  depends  on  the  life  and  health  of  the  units  of 
that  community. 

Your  Council  is,  however,  moving  in  the  direction  which 
has  been  oftener  than  once  indicated  in  my  annual  reports  to 
attain  a lower  infant  death  rate.  More  attention  is  being  paid 
to  cleanliness  around  the  dwelling  than  previously,  and  should 
your  Council  be  able  to  abolish  all  ashpit  privies  and  ash- 
closets,  a further  stride  in  the  right  direction  would  be  attained, 
and  a healthier  community  fostered. 

We  have  not  yet  reached  the  Health  Visitor,  though  your 
Health  Committee  has  reported  favourably  on  such  an  appoint- 
ment, but  should  a health  visitor  or  rather  visitors  ever  be 
appointed,  I am  sure  that  their  supervision  would  materially 
assist  in  keeping  clean  the  yards  of  the  houses  into  which  their 
duties  took  them,  as  well  as  the  interior  of  many  houses. 

BIRTHS  AN1)  DEATHS  OF  ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

During  the  year  the  births  of  63  illegitimate  children  have 
been  registered,  giving  an  illegitimate  birth-rate  of  0-98  per 
1,000,  as  compared  with  a rate  of  1-54  per  1,000  last  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  illegitimate  dying  under  one  year 
old  is  23,  as  compared  with  24  last  year.  The  Infant  Death 
Rate  of  illegitimate  children  is  365  per  1,000  born,  as  compared 
with  138  per  1,000  children  born  in  wedlock. 


13 


The  birth  rate,  general  death  rate,  Zymotic  death  rate,  and 
infant  death  rate  since  1887  are  shown  in  the  following  table, 
and  it  will  be  observed  that  the  general  death  rate  has  fallen 
in  each  quinquennium  from  that  of  1891-1895  to  the  present. 
The  Zymotic  death  rate  has  not  varied  much,  and  as  Diarrhoea 
is  the  chief  factor  dominating  the  Infant  death  rate,  one  cannot 
hope  for  any  permanent  fall  in  the  Zymotic  rate  until  such  time 
as  the  breeding  places  of  the  micro-organism  which  produces 
Diarrhoea  are  abolished,  if  not  entirely  at  least  materially. 


Quin- 


Year. 

Birth 

Rate. 

QUENNTAL 

Average. 

1887 

. . 39-00 

1888 

1889 

. . 37-70 

. . 34-60 

36-77 

1890 

. . 35-80 

1891 

..  39-50 

1892 

. . 39-70 

1893 

. . 40-40 

1 

f 

39-96 

1894 

. . 39-50 

1895 

..  40-70 > 

1896 

. . 38-09 

1897 

. . 37-80 

1898 

. . 38-78 

38-39 

1899 

. . 38-31 

1900 

. . 38-96 

1901 

..  39-12'| 

1902 

. . 38-58 

1903 

. . 38-36 

38-53 

1904 

. . 38-87 

1905 

..  37-71 

1906 

..  36-52'1 

1907 

. . 34-75 

1908 

. . 37-49 

L 

36-61 

1909 

. . 37-63 

1910 

. . 36-65 ^ 

Zymotic 

Year. 

Death  Rate 

per  1,000. 

General 

Quin- 

Year. 

Death 

Rate. 

quennial 

Average. 

1887 

18-87 ' 

1888 

1889 

18-16 

18-50 

18-76 

1890 

19-50 

1891 

19-90  > 

1892 

19-10 

1893 

20-80 

1 

f 

19-20 

1894 

20-10 

1895 

19-70^ 

1896 

19-00  'i 

1897 

16-50 

1898 

18-35 

. 

18-51 

1899 

18-44 

1900 

20-26^ 

1901 

19-26-1 

1902 

17-29 

1903 

18-81 

18-31 

1904 

18-50 

1905 

17-69' 

1906 

16-59a 

1907 

16-44 

1908 

17-67 

. 

16-13 

1909 

15-01 

1910 

14-85' 

Infantile 

Year. 

Death  Rate 

PER  1,000  BORN. 

1887  

1887  . . 

201-0) 

1888  

1888  . . 

177-7  | 

1889  . . 2-30 

1 889  . . 

166-01 

1890  . . 3-30 

1890  . . 

172-6  ) 

1891  ..  2-Hh 

1891  .. 

174-9^ 

1892  ..  2-50 

1892  .. 

146-1 

1893  ..  3-40 1 2-69 

1893  . . 

177-6 

1894  . . 3-30 

1894  . . 

177-0 

1895  . . 2-27' 

1895  . . 

183-0i 
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Year. 

Death  Rate 

Year. 

Death  Rate 

PER  1,000. 

PER  1,000  BORN 

1896 

. . 3-72' 

1896 

. . 182-0 

1897 

..  217 

1897 

. . 147-5 

1898 

. . 3-41 

\ 

( 

2-91 

1898 

..  198-8 

1. 

1899 

. . 2-93 

1899 

. . 169-0 

1900 

..  2-44 ; 

1900 

..  197-7 

1901 

..  3-41 

1901 

..  177-3 

1902 

..  1-89 

1902 

. . 137-5 

1903 

. . 2-34 

!■ 

2-74 

1903 

..  174-6 

1904 

. . 3-07 

1904 

..  191-6 

1 

1905 

..  3-01 

1905 

..  179-4^ 

1906 

. . 2-42  v 

1906 

..  163-0 

1907 

..  1-56 

1907 

. . 148-3 

1908 

3-53 

2-21 

1908 

..  176-5 

1909 

..  1 78 

1909 

. . 140-6 

1910 

..  l-78; 

1910 

..  144-8 ' 

179-0 


172-1 


154-6 


The  following  table  gives  the  chief  rates  for  your  district, 
the  administrative  County,  and  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  populations  : 


Adminis- 

England 

Chester-le- 

TRATIVE 

AND 

Street. 

County. 

Wales. 

Estimated  population  .... 

63,869 

865,960 

36,169,150 

Birth  Rate 

36-65 

. . 34-40 

. . 24-80 

Death  Rate  

14-85 

. . 15-10 

..  13-40 

Zymotic  death  rate  

1-78 

1-62 

. . 0-99 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000 

born  

144-80 

..  126-00 

..  106-00 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  : — 

Smallpox  

0-00 

. . 0-00 

. . 0-00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-09 

. . 0-08 

. . 0-06 

Diphtheria  and  Mem- 

branous  Croup 

0-20 

..  0-17 

..  0-12 

Fever  (Enteric) 

0-03 

. . 0-09 

. . 0-05 

Measles  

0-06 

. . 0-20 

. . 0-23 

Whooping  Cough  

0-28 

. . 0-25 

. . 0-24 

Diarrhoea  

Ml 

0-81 

. . 0-29 

Phthisis 

0-67 

0-88 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

0-61 

. . 0-65 

Respiratory  Diseases  other 

than  Phthisis 

2-36 

. . 2-42 

Marasmus 

0-40 

. . 

The  County  Rates  and  those  for  England  and  \\  ales  are 
without  doubt,  over  estimated. 
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PHTHISIS. 

During  the  year  43  deaths  from  Phthisis  (Consumption) 
have  been  registered,  as  compared  with  41  last  year,  and  with 
53  during  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  067 
per  1,000  as  compared  with  a rate  of  O' 65  per  1,000  last  year, 
and  with  0-87  per  1,000  during  the  previous  year. 

Though  there  is  a slight  rise  in  the  rate  this  year,  yet  a 
slight  fall  has  thus  taken  place  when  this  year  is  compared 
with  1908. 

The  deaths  from  “ Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ” are  39. 
as  compared  with  31  last  year,  and  with  42  during  the  previous 
year.  The  total  namber  of  deaths  from  tubercle  is  82,  as 
compared  with  72  last  year,  and  with  85  during  1908.  The  death 
rate  from  the  2 classes  of  tubercular  disease  is  1'28  per  1,000  as 
compared  with  114  per  1,000  last  year,  and  with  1 *39  per  1,000 
during  1908.  The  death  rate  from  tubercular  diseases  as  a 
whole  remains  more  or  less  stationary. 

PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULAR  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  \ our  Council’s  resolution  respecting  the 
voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis  was  communicated  to  the 
medical  practitioners  in  the  district  in  May,  and  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year  I have  received  37  notifications  of  Phthisis  in  writing, 
and  a few  verbally.  It  thus  appears  that  probably  all  the  cases 
of  Phthisis  in  the  district  were  voluntarily  notified. 

The  treatment  of  Phthisical  patients  in  your  Council’s 
Blackfell  Hospital  has  continued  during  the  year,  and  44 
patients  were  admitted  of  whom  22  were  males  and  22  females. 
The  following  table  gives  the  ages  : — 


Under 

5 years. 

5 

and 

under 

15. 

15 

and 

under 

25. 

25 

and 

under 

35. 

35 

and 

under 

45. 

45 

and 

under 

55. 

55  | 

and  Over 

under  65. 

65. 

13 

11 

9 

7 

3 

i i 

These  patients  may  be  divided  into  three  classes,  so  far  as  the 
stage  of  the  disease  is  concerned,  viz.  : (I) — Patients  suffering 
from  consolidation  of  the  apex  of  one  lung  ; (II) — Patients 
suffering  from  consolidation  of  the  apex  of  both  lungs  ; (III) — 
Patients  suffering  from  more  extensive  disease  or  destruction  of 
the  lungs  than  the  first  two  classes  include.  Of  class  I there 
were  15  cases  ; of  class  II  there  were  10  cases  ; and  of  class  III 
there  were  19  cases. 
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The  results  of  18  months’ work  of  the  Sanatorium  are  as 
follows  : — 

During  that  time  75  patients  have  been  admitted  of  whom 
4 are  re-admissions. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  of  the  75,  3 had  died  in  the  Sanatorium 
and  62  were  discharged  in  different  stages  of  improvement,  or  of 
no  improvement,  and  ten  remained  in  the  Sanatorium  under 
treatment.  Since  their  discharge  the  patients  have  been  kept 
more  or  less  in  touch  with  the  Sanatorium  and  the  result  of 
treatment  is,  I consider,  highly  satisfactory  and  encouraging. 
On  discharge  the  condition  of  the  patients  as  to  improvement 
was  as  follows  : — 


Died  in 
Sanatorium. 

Not 

improved. 

Improved. 

Much 

improved. 

Very  much 
improved. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F M. 

F. 

2 

1 

8 

7 

7 

5 

8 6 

10 

11 

Of  the  not-improved  7 males  and  6 females  are  known  to  be 
dead,  and  of  the  Improved  one  male  is  known  to  be  dead. 


One  improved  has  been  lost  sight  of.  and  of  the  remaining  47, 
one  female  is  worse  than  when  discharged,  and  one  male  appears 
to  be  loosing  ground,  though  he  is  able  to  work  at  times,  and 
the  remaining  45  are  able  to  do  work  of  some  kind,  or  in  the  case 
of  children  are  maintaining  the  improvement  shown  on  discharge. 

Analysing  the  figures  further  it  is  seen  that  of  the  65  dis- 
charged from  June,  1909,  to  the  31st  December,  1910,  there 
were  3 died  in  the  Sanatorium,  or  4-0  per  cent.,  15  not  improved 
or  23  0 per  cent.,  12  improved  or  18-4  per  cent.,  14  much- 
improved  or  21-5  per  cent.,  very  much  improved  21  or  32-3  per 
cent.  Following  the  cases  to  the  end  of  the  year,  one  has  been 
lost  sight  of,  and  17  have  died.  Assuming  that  the  lost  case  has 
died,  the  deaths  will  then  equal  23  per  cent,  of  the  discharges. 
One  is  known  to  be  unable  to  work,  but  remains  in  a state 
able  to  live  for  years,  and  another  is  only  able  to  work  odd  days. 
One  child  and  one  adult  are  much  worse  than  on  discharge,  and 
the  remaining  43  or  66  0 per  cent,  are  doing  work  of  a suitable 
nature  or  are  children,  who  though  fairly  well,  are  not  yet  at 
working  age. 

In  all  of  the  cases  discharged  as  much  or  very  much  im- 
proved the  Sanatorium  improvement  has  been  maintained. 
In  most  of  the  improved  cases,  the  patient  refused  to  stay  an 
adequate  period  in  the  Sanatorium. 
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Sanatorium  treatment  certainly  improves  all  or  nearly  all 
cases  of  Phthisis  if  admitted  during  the  first  or  second  stages  of 
the  disease,  and  in  a few  instances  in  the  third  stage  of  the 
illness,  provided  a residence  of  at  least  6 months  is  under- 
taken. Many  patients  apparently  show  improvement  only  at 
the  end  of  the  third  month  of  treatment,  and  if  improvement 
is  to  take  place  a shorter  stay  is  inadequate  and  a waste  of  money. 

For  cases  in  the  second  stage  I think  2 or  3 terms  of  residence 
of  4 or  5 months  each  with  a home  residence  of  one  or  two 
months  between  is  more  beneficial  than  an  eight  months  con- 
tinuous stay  in  the  Sanatorium.  After  4 or  5 months  most 
patients  become  home-sick  and  restless,  but  a month  or  two 
at  home  settles  them,  and  shows  them  more  clearly  than  words 
can  describe  the  benefit  derived  from  Sanatorium  life,  and  if 
admitted  a second,  time  they  settle  much  more  quickly  than  on 
first  admission. 

Again,  the  visiting  of  relatives  is  the  greatest  nuisance  of 
all,  because  the  meeting  with  relatives  brings  vividly  to  the 
patient  the  home  he  or  she  has  left,  and  always  unsettles  them 
for  a day  or  two  after  siting  days,  and  this  applies  to  the 
adult  as  well  as  to  the  child. 

Further,  parents  will  continually  ask  the  child  if  he  is  not 
wanting  to  be  home,  and  some  foolish  parents  have  taken  their 
children  home  much  against  advice  given  to  allow  them  to  stay, 
and  when  the  parent  admits  the  child  has  wonderfully  improved. 
Some  of  the  parents  have  cause  to  repent  of  their  actions. 

The  treatment  after  discharge  is  the  most  difficult  thing  for 
the  patient  to  undertake.  Often  suitable  work  cannot  be  got, 
and  oftener  suitable  housing  conditions  are  more  difficult  to 
procure.  Very  often  the  consumptive  cannot  have  a room  to 
himself,  and  when  there  are  other  occupants  they  may  not 
appreciate  fresh  air  and  a cold  room,  as  the  consumptive  has 
been  taught  to  do,  consequently  the  window  is  too  often  shut, 
and  the  same  applies,  but  to  a greater  degree,  to  the  living 
room,  which  is  often  crowded  and  scantily  supplied  with  fresh 
air. 


In  addition  to  the  sanatorium  with  its  26  beds,  the 
Guardians  have  a few  beds  at  their  workhouse  set  apart  for 
consumptives. 

DEATHS  FROM  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES  OTHER 
THAN  PHTHISIS. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  (viz.,  Bronchitis,  Pleurisy, 
and  Pneumonia)  number  151,  as  compared  with  171  last  year, 
and  with  158  during  1908. 
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This  gives  a death  rate  of  2-30  per  1,000,  as  compared 
with  a rate  of  2-72  per  1,000  last  year,  and  with  a rate  of 
2-59  per  1,000  during  1908.  The  rate  for  the  administrative 
County  is  2-42  per  1,000. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

The  number  of  such  deaths  this  year  is  22,  as  compared 
with  14  last  year.  This  is  equal  to  2-31  per  cent,  of  all 
deaths,  as  compared  with  1-48  per  cent,  last  year,  and  with 
2-52  per  cent,  during  the  previous  year. 

For  England  and  Wales  the  uncertified  deaths  equal  1-4 
per  cent,  of  all  deaths. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  have  been  much  fewer  cases  of  infectious  diseases  this 
year  than  for  any  year  since  1890,  with  the  exception  of  1897. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  this  year  is  353,  as  compared 
with  574  last  year,  and  with  621  during  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  total  cases  notified  199  or  5637  per  cent,  are  Scarlet 
Fever,  as  compared  with  5716  per  cent,  last  year ; 28  or  7-93 
per  cent,  are  Enteric  Fever,  as  compared  with  8-88  per  cent,  last 
year  ; 2 or  0-53  per  cent,  are  Puerperal  Fever,  as  compared  with 
0-69  per  cent,  last  year  ; 53. or  15-00  per  cent,  are  Diphtheria, 
as  compared  with  14-97  per  cent,  last  year;  and  71  or  20-11 
per  cent,  are  Erysipelas,  as  compared  with  1 115  per  cent,  last 
year. 


The  following  table  gives  the  statistics  for  each  quarter  of 
the  year,  and  the  number  of  notifications,  with  the  attack  rate 
per  1,000  population  since  1890. 


First  Quarter  113  cases. 

Second  ,,  

Third  ,,  


101 

78 


Fourth  . , 

61 

Year. 

No.  OF 

Attack  Rate 

Notifications. 

ter  1,000. 

1890  

403  

9 61 

1891 

412  

8-15 

1892 

574  

11-14 

1893 

842  

16-15 

1 894  

538  

10-14 

1 895  

711  

12-75 

1896  

819  

14-26 

19 


Year. 

1897 

No.  OF 

Notifications. 

378  

Attack  Rate 
per  1 ,000. 
6-63 

1 898 

. . 403  

6-87 

1 899 

. . 485  

813 

1900 

683  

11-27 

1901 

. . 822  

13-51 

1902 

818  

12-95 

1 903 

1,21 1 

18-78 

1904 

789  

11-85 

1905 

655  

9-49 

1906 

484  

6-82 

1907 

498  

6-82 

1908 

685  

9-14 

1909 

574  

9-14 

1910  .... 

353  

5-52 

There  was  a gradual  decline  in  the  number  of  infectious  diseases 
throughout  the  year,  and  the  number  during  the  fourth  quarter 
was  little  more  than  half  that  of  the  first  quarter.  The  attack 
rate  per  1,000  is  the  lowolo  on  record,  the  year  nearest  approach- 
ing this  year  is  that  of  1897. 

All  the  Enteric  cases  and  the  greater  portion  of  the 
Diphtherias  I visited,  and  investigated  the  probable  source  and 
gave  instructions  for  the  prevention  of  the  disease  spreading 
outside  the  house. 

A portion  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  visited,  but 
if  all  infectious  cases  are  to  be  visited  and  revisited  once  or 
twice  during  the  infectious  period,  a special  inspector  would 
be  required,  and  I doubt  very  much  if  the  results  obtained 
from  frequent  visiting  is  worth  half  the  money  necessary  to  pay 
a special  inspector.  The  desire  for  gossip  and  the  inborn 
inquisitiveness  of  the  female  race  cannot  resist  an  immediate 
visit  to  a house  from  which  an  inspector  has  just  emerged, 
and  as  most  people  of  the  gossipy  disposition  are  fatalists,  they 
always  console  themselves  with  the  well-known  proverb,  “ What 
will  be,  will  be,”  in  other  words  say  “ if  my  child  is  to  take 
fever  it  will  take  fever,  whatever  is  done,  so  I may  as  well 
satisfy  my  own  selfish  desires  than  endeavour  to  protect  my 
child,  who  cannot  protect  itself.” 

The  following  table  gives  the  attack  rate  of  all  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  per  1,000  of  the  population,  both  for  your 
district  and  for  the  administrative  County,  but  in  as  much  as 
the  County  population  is  more  than  probably  under-estimated 
the  County  rate  appears  therefore  higher  than  it  really  is. 


20 


Smallpox  

Chester-le- 

Street. 

0-00 

Administrative 

County. 

0-004 

Scarlet  Fever 

311 

3-94 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup  

0-83 

1-45 

Enteric  and  Continued  Fever 

0-44 

0-58 

Tvphus  Fever  

0-00 

0-00 

Puerperal  Fever  

003 

0-04 

( 'holera 

0-00 

0-00 

Plague  

000 

0-00 

Erysipelas 

Ml 

0-75 

Glanders  in  Man 

000 

Anthrax  in  Man  

000 

SMALLPOX. 

The  district  has  been  free  from  Smallpox  throughout  the 
year. 

Up  to  1907,  the  district  was  a fairly-well  vaccinated  one, 
but  since  that  time  the  number  of  unvaccinated  children  has 
increased  bv  leaps  and  bounds,  as  the  following  table  shows. 
The  figures  quoted  are  for  the  Union  which  is  not  coterminous 
with  your  district,  but  I understand  the  rural  district  is  less 
perfectly  vaccinated  than  the  urban  district,  and  therefore 
the  following  figures  are  not  against  your  district. 


Year. 

Birtlis. 

Vaccinated. 

Exempted. 

Percentage  of 
Unvaccinated 
Children. 

1905 

2612 

1966 

47 

2-33 

1906 

2588 

1964 

59 

2-91 

1907 

2534 

1792 

124 

6-47 

1908 

2810 

1682 

523 

23-71 

1909 

2876 

1525 

690 

31-15 

1910 

2829 

1525 

853 

35-87 

The  district  has  now  reached  the  stage  that  nearly  one- 
sixth  of  all  the  children  under  seven  years  old  are  unvaccinated, 
and  this  proportion  will  increase  rapidly  year  by  year.  That 
means  a serious  state  of  affairs,  and  will  show  itself  one  day. 
Whatever  is  said  for  or  against  vaccination  theoretically,  and 
as  to  the  rights  of  a parent  to  rule  his  own  household  as  he  pleases 
so  long  as  that  is  humanely  done,  no  one  who  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  comparing  the  condition  of  an  unvaccinated 
person  suffering  from  smallpox,  and  a vaccinated  person 
suffering  from  the  same  disease,  could  for  one  moment  say  that 
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vaccination  was  anything  but  beneficial  to  the  sufferer.  The 
ills  with  which  vaccination  has  been  blamed  are  many  and 
varied,  but  the  human  species  is  mentally  much  the  same  as 
were  our  parents  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  and  act  as  they  acted, 
shifting  the  blame  of  something  from  themselves,  to  the  serpent : 
Vaccination. 

I do  not  believe  that  in  your  district  there  is  any  more 
objection  to  vaccination  in  the  people’s  minds  in  1910  than  in 
1905,  even  though  the  apparent  conscientious  objector  has 
increased  from  2-33  per  cent,  to  practically  36  per  cent.,  but 
everyone  knows  that  a vaccinated  child  is  fretful  during  the 
illness,  and  that  more  work  and  trouble  are,  during  that  period, 
entailed  on  the  parents.  Further,  mothers  do  not  like  the 
idea  of  their  children  being  pained  wilfully,  though  they  are 
more  or  less  indifferent  to  a child  being  accidentally  seriously 
scratched  by  a pin  in  the  mother’s  dress.  These  are  the  greater 
reasons  for  shirking  vaccination  than  any  real  belief  that 
vaccination  will  injure  the  child.  If  vaccination  could  be  effected 
by  an  inward  application  of  vaccine,  I believe  that  the  number 
of  exemptions  would  lessen. 

Exemptions  will  increase,  and  in  a few  years  the  exception 
will  be  the  vaccinated,  and  then  we  shall  have  reverted  to  the 
state  of  affairs  of  60  years  ago,  when  deaths  from  smallpox  were 
numerous,  and  facial  disfigurement  was  seen  at  every  step. 
At  that  time  in  some  parts  of  the  country  every  fourth  person 
one  met  was  “ pock  marked,”  but  such  a state  of  the  face  is 
practically  never  seen  to-day.  One  may  say  that  “ beauty  is 
only  skin  deep  and  when  scratched  is  gone,”  yet  beauty  to  the 
gentler  sex  is  something  they  highly  value,  and  the  loss  of  that 
beauty  lessens  the  lady’s  chance  in  the  matrimonial  market. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  was  a decided  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  this 
year  compared  with  the  number  occurring  during  the  previous 
two  years.  The  first  and  second  quarters  did  not  show  much 
reduction,  but  during  the  third  quarter,  and  more  so  during 
the  fourth,  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  was  very  much  reduced. 

The  total  cases  notified  were  199,  as  compared  with  379 
last  year,  and  with  355  during  the  previous  year. 

The  attack  rate  is  31 1 per  1,000,  as  compared  with  an 
attack  rate  of  6-20  per  1,000  last  year,  and  with  5-83  per  1,000 
during  the  previous  year.  The  attack  rate  for  the  administrative 
County  is  3-94  per  1,000.  The  type  was  mild  (as  it  is  generally 
now),  the  number  of  deaths  being  only  6,  as  compared  with  10 
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last  year.  This  equals  a case  mortality  of  just  over  3 per  cent., 
as  compared  with  a case  mortality  of  263  per  cent,  last  year, 
and  with  3-38  per  cent,  during  1908. 

The  virulency  of  the  infection  of  Scarlet  Fever  appears  to 
be  at  the  present  day  very  much  attenuated,  and  the  type  of 
to-day  is  markedly  different,  from  that  of  half  a century  ago 
when  cases  were  severe,  and  deaths  were  numerous. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  and  the  attack 
rate  for  the  district  since  1890,  and  the  second  table  compares 
the  attack  rate  of  your  district  with  that  of  the  administrative 
County. 


Number  of 

Attack  Rate 

Year. 

Cases  Notified. 

PER  1,000. 

1890  . . . . 

284  

5-73 

1891  267  5-28 


1893  

331  

6-31 

1894  

304  

5-72 

1895  

495  

8-90 

1896  

553  

9-75 

1897  

217  

3-80 

1898  

273  

4-65 

1899  

333  

5-40 

1900  

527  

8-69 

1901 

631  

10-37 

1902  

554  

8-87 

1903  

872  

13-52 

1904  

458  

6-88 

1905  

383  

5-55 

1906  

223  

3-14 

1907  

264  

3-61 

1908  

390  

5-20 

1909 

379  

6-20 

1910  

199  

3-1 1 

The  following  table  gives  the  respective  rates  for  the  County 
and  your  district  since  1894  : — 


Year. 

District. 

County  ter  1,000. 

1894 

5-72  

5-54 

1895 

8-90  

6-62 

1 896 

. . . 9-75  

5-88 

1897 

3-80  

3-45 

1898 

. . . 4-65  

4 11 

1899 

5-40  

6-17 

1900 

8-69  

1901  

10-37  . . . . 

7-97 
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Y EAR. 

District. 

County  per 

1 902 

8-87  

7-08 

1903  

13-52  

6-90 

1904  6-88  5-74 

1905  5-55  4-24 


1906 

314  

3-18 

1907 

3 61  

2-68 

1908 

5-20  

3-04 

1909 

6-20  

4-37 

1910  

3 11  

3-94 

MEASLES. 


Measles  lias  not  been  prevalent  this  year  by  any  means, 
and  the  biennial  outbreaks  which  some  years  ago  were  generally 
observed  have  been  absent  for  the  last  few  years.  The  number 
of  deaths  this  year  is  4,  as  compared  with  12  last  year,  and  with 
15  during  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  0-06 
per  1,000,  as  compared  with  a death-rate  of  0T9  per  1,000  last 
year,  and  with  a death  rate  of  0-24  per  1,000  the  previous  year. 
The  death  rate  for  the  administrative  County  is  0-20  per  1,000, 
and  that  for  England  and  Wales  is  0-23  per  1,000. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 

This  disease  has  not  assumed  epidemic  form  this  year,  and 
the  number  of  cases  notified  is  28,  as  compared  with  51  cases 
last  year,  and  with  102  during  1908.  The  climatic  conditions 
of  1910  have  not  been  favourable  to  the  spread  or  growth  of 
Enteric  Fever,  and  the  year  resembles  in  that  respect  1909. 

Three  of  the  primary  cases  were  imported,  and  from  one 
imported  case  five  other  cases  arose  before  the  disease  was 
diagnosed.  One  ease  could  have  been  produced  by  infected 
mussels,  but  I should  not  like  to  convey  an  idea  that  has  been 
widely  circulated  that  the  Durham  miner  is  never  better 
satisfied  than  when  eating  mussels.  I am  sure  that  the  eating  of 
mussels  is  less  prevalent  amongst  the  miners  than  amongst 
other  individuals  living  as  near  the  sea  coast  as  many  in  the 
county  of  Durham,  and  although  several  cases  of  Enteric  Fever 
in  your  district  have  followed  a feed  of  raw  mussels,  even  if 
the  lapse  of  time  between  eating  the  mussels  and  the  onset  of 
the  illness  corresponds  to  the  period  of  incubation  and  that  of 
invasion,  and  although  it  is  known  that  mussels  sold  in  the 
county  of  Durham  are  derived  from  sewage  polluted,  grossly 
polluted  waters,  from  the  fact  that  no  bacteriological  examina- 
tion is  made  of  mussels  from  the  sewage  polluted  area,  one 
cannot  possibly  say  that  mussels  caused  that  specific  case.  The 
imported  cases  and  the  secondary  cases  derived  from  them,  plus 
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the  ease  who  may  have  contracted  the  disease  from  infected 
mussels  eaten  in  Durham  City,  equal  32- 1 per  cent,  of  the 
total  eases.  For  details  of  privy  accommodation,  water- 
supply,  and  probable  source  of  the  case,  I refer  my  readers  to 
Table  XV. 

The  attack  rate  is  0-44  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  0-8 
per  1,000  last  year,  and  with  an  attack  rate  of  C51  per  1,000 
last  year,  and  with  the  exception  of  1907,  is  the  lowest  rate  on 
record. 


The  rate  for  the  administrative  County  is  0-56  per  1,000. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases,  and  the 
attack  rate  per  1,000,  for  each  year  since  1900,  the  first  year  of 
compulsory  notification. 


Year. 

No.  OF 

Notifications. 

Attack  Rate 
per  1,000. 

1 890  

53  

1-26 

1891 

71  

1-40 

1 892  

69  

1-34 

1893  

353  

6-77 

1894 

Ill  

2 09 

1895 

72  

1-30 

1896 

108  

1-88 

1897 

33  

0-57 

1898 

39  

0-66 

1899 

57  

0-95 

1900 

57  

0-94 

1901 

71  

116 

1902 

67  

1-07 

1903 

32  

0-49 

1904 

48  

0-71 

1905 

78  

113 

1906 

65  

0-91 

1907 

23  

0-31 

1908 

112  

1-49 

1909 

...  51  

0-81 

1910  . . . 

28  

0-44 

In  Table  IX  will  be  seen  the  distribution  of  the  disease  so 
far  as  townships  and  months  of  the  year  are  concerned. 

In  every  case  the  probable  cause  was  enquired  into.  The 
milk  supplies  of  the  district  were  free  from  suspicion.  In  2 
cases  the  disease  was  ultimately  found  not  to  be  Enteric  Fever, 
and  in  12  cases  the  disease  was  secondary  to  a previous  case  in 
the  house,  either  undiscovered  or  where  the  secondary  case 
was  infected  before  a certain  diagnosis  was  made  of  the 
premier  case  in  the  house. 
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I do  not  think  that  one  could  fairly  throw  any  suspicion 
this  year  on  any  of  our  water  supplies,  and  though  33  per  cent, 
of  the  primary  cases  were  cases  from  the  limestone  water  area, 
the  numbers  are  so  small  that  it  would  be  unfair  to  suggest  that 
there  was  any  more  marked  preponderence  of  cases  in  that 
area  than  in  any  other  water  area. 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

This  year  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  including 
Membranous  Croup  is  fewer  than  either  last  year  or  the  year 
previous  to  that,  being  53  cases,  as  compared  with  76  cases  and 
93  cases  respectively. 

This  gives  us  an  attack  rate  of  0-83  per  1,000,  as  compared 
with  an  attack  rate  last  year  of  P21  per  1,000.  The  attack  rate 
for  the  administrative  County  is  P45  per  1,000.  The  greatest 
number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  townships  of  Witton  Gilbert 
(11),  Washington  (10),  and  Pelton  (9). 

There  was  no  epii . ;nic,  nor  could  any  milk  supply  be 
suspected,  as  the  origin  of  any  case. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  and  the 
attack  rate  per  1,000  since  the  adoption  of  the  notification 
Act  of  1890. 


Yeab. 

No.  OF 

Notifications. 

Attack  Rate 
peb  1,000. 

1890  

6 

0-11 

1891  

15  

0-30 

1892  

27  

0-52 

1893  

29  

0-55 

1894  . . . . 

15  

0-28 

1895  . . . . 

16  

1896  57  TOO 


1898  

16  

0-27 

1899  

10  

016 

1900  

17  

0-28 

1901  

33  

0-54 

1902  

64  

102 

1903  

128  

1-98 

1904  

130  

1-95 

1905  

80  

115 

1906  

112  

1-58 

1907  

128  

1-75 

1908  

104  

1-38 

1909  

76 

1-2] 

1910  

53  

0-83 
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Diphtheria  was  more  or  less  in  evidence  all  over  the 
County. 

The  number  of  secondary  cases  in  households  is  negligible, 
and  such  a fact  points  to  the  probability  that  there  is  some 
particular  focus  from  which  the  disease  spreads  in  localities, 
and  though  there  has  not  been  yet  adduced  positive  evidence  of 
the  school  being  that  focus,  I believe  one  should  suspect  that 
first  in  the  majority  of  cases,  though  undoubtedly  there  lias 
been  a large  percentage  (24-5)  of  primary  cases  amongst 
children  who  have  not  reached  school  age,  and  did  not  attend 
school. 

The  distribution  as  to  age  is  much  the  same  as  in  previous 
years,  and  will  be  seen  by  consulting  Table  III. 

The  number  of  deaths  this  year  is  13,  as  compared  with  the 
same  number  last  year.  This  is  a case  mortality  of  24-53  per 
cent.,  as  compared  with  a case  mortality  of  17-10  per  cent,  last 
year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  in  each 


quarter,  and  the 

number  of  deaths 

: — 

First  Quarter, 

22  cases  notified, 

4 deaths, 

or  1818  per  cent 

Second  ,, 

13  „ 

o 

**  99 

15-38 

Third 

10  ., 

4 

40-00 

Fourth  ,, 

8 „ 

2 

w 9 9 

25-00 

PUERPERAL 

FEVER. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  only  amounted  to  2, 
as  compared  with  7 deaths  last  year,  and  with  6 deaths  during 
the  previous  year.  The  number  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever 
notified  during  the  year  has  been  2,  as  compared  with  4 last 
year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

During  the  year  18  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  have  been 
registered,  as  compared  with  28  deaths  last  year. 

This  year  deaths  occurred  in  6 townships,  as  compared  with 
8 townships  last  year,  and  with  12  townships  during  1908. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  Wilton  Gilbert 
(7),  and  Usworth  (5),  townships  miles  apart. 

DIARRHCEA  (ZYMOTIC  ENTERITIS). 

Another  cool  year  did  not  favour  much  Diarrhoea,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  was  71,  as  compared  with  42  last  year,  and 
with  127  d firing  1908. 


27 


In  townships  with  a population  of  2,000  and  upwards,  the 
highest  death  rates  were  in  Edmondsley  (2-14),  Birtley  (1-81), 
and  Washington  (1-41),  and  the  lowest  in  Witton  Gilbert  (0-41), 
Lamesley  (0-63),  and  Harraton  (0-S9),  Five  of  the  smaller 
townships  had  no  deaths  from  Diarrhoea. 

The  remarks  I have  previously  made  regarding  the  cause  of 
Diarrhoea,  and  the  best  means  to  be  taken  to  reduce  its  incidence, 
apply  to-day  as  on  the  day  I made  them,  and  need  not  be  now 
repeated. 

DISINFECTION  OF  HOUSES,  ARTICLES  OF 
CLOTHING,  &c. 

During  the  year  no  further  steps  have  been  taken  to  disinfect 
houses,  and  the  question  of  the  need  for  disinfection,  on  the 
information  I am  in  possession  of,  is  rather  puzzling. 

One  has  been  so  much  lectured  at  regarding  the  crying  need 
for  disinfection  of  every  article  which  has  come  in  contact  with 
infection  of  any  kind  tha  die  absolute  need  for  disinfection  for 
all  things  and  persons  having  been  in  contact  with  infection 
becomes  a second  nature. 

Articles  infected  with  certain  infection  of  a particulate 
nature,  such  as  the  crusts  of  smallpox  and  the  foeces  or  urine  of 
an  enteric  case,  and  sputum  soiled  goods  in  a Phthisis  house 
without  doubt  should  be  disinfected,  because  the  disinfecting 
powers  of  air  and  sun  do  not  penetrate  the  mass  containing  the 
infectious  organism,  and  one  is  free  to  suppose  that  crusts  and 
foeces  in  mass  would  retain  infection  longer  than  if  the  same 
masses  were  spread  out  in  a film  microscopic  in  thickness. 

It  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  the  spread  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Typhus  is  in  direct  ratio  of  the 
proximity  of  the  infectious  and  the  susceptible  person. 

In  my  last  year’s  report  I pointed  out  the  fact  that  secondary 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  generally  occurred  during  the  first 
fortnight  of  the  illness  of  the  first  case.  This  year  there  were 
17  secondary  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  houses  from  which  the 
first  case  was  not  removed  to  hospital.  Of  these  10  cases 
occurred  before  the  7th  day  of  contact  with  the  first  case  in 
the  house,  5 cases  between  the  7th  and  14th  days,  one  case 
between  the  14th  and  21st  days,  and  one  case  between  the  21st 
and  31st  days  of  the  first  case  appearing  in  the  house.  Now  the 
infectious  period  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  believed  to  range  to  the 
7th  week  or  later,  after  which  period  disinfection  of  the  premises, 
&c.,  could  be  undertaken  with  supposed  efficiency.  If,  how- 
ever, there  is  no  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  or  at  least  exceptionally 
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few  secondary  cases  appear  in  any  household  after  the  fourth 
week,  is  there  any  need  to  disinfect  so  far  as  that  particular 
family  is  concerned. 

I am  not  prepared  to  say  that  though  the  particular  house 
and  its  furnishings  do  not  appear  to  be  dangerous  to  its  own 
inmates,  it  follows  that  it  is  safe  to  susceptible  children  from 
other  houses,  as  I have  no  proof  either  for  or  against  the 
supposition  that  it  is  dangerous. 

I would,  however,  advocate  the  systematic  disinfection  of 
articles  of  clothing  likely  to  be  infected  with  Smallpox,  Enteric 
Fever,  and  Phthisis  poison. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  system  of  providing  the  clerk  of  each  of  the  local 
education  committees  witli  a list  every  week,  or  oftener,  of 
certain  infectious  diseases,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever,  Enteric  Fever, 
and  Diphtheria,  in  his  committee’s  area  has  been  continued 
during  the  year  with  advantage  to  the  officers  of  the  com- 
mittees, and  has  been  found  an  effectual  means  of  excluding 
children  from  infected  households. 

The  method  proposed  in  the  joint  memo,  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  Board  of  Education,  is  however,  to 
be  adopted  at  the  commencement  of  the  new  year.  As  to  its 
better  efficiency  I am  doubtful,  but  I am  not  doubtful  of  its 
increasing  the  work  of  the  M.O.H.,  or  some  other  sanitary 
official  in  ascertaining  the  name  of  the  school  or  schools  attended 
by  members  of  a household  in  which  infectious  disease  has 
appeared. 

All  the  schools  in  the  district  are  amply  provided  with  a 
wholesome  water  supply  and  nearly  all  are  provided  with  the 
water  carriage  system  of  excreta  removal.  Four  of  the  schools 
are  still  provided  with  ashpit  privies,  but  your  Council  have 
the  matter  under  consideration,  and  in  a short  time  I am  sure 
these  privies  will  be  replaced  by  water  closets  and  latrines. 

The  plan  of  a new  school  for  the  C.C.  has  been  rejected  by 
your  Council  because  the  plan  showed  ashpit  privies  and  a 
faulty  drainage  system. 

New  schools  have  been  opened  during  the  year  at  Sacrist  on, 
to  accommodate  900  children,  and  the  old  schools,  one  a Church 
of  England  School  and  the  other  a Wesleyan  School,  closed. 

In  Washington  township  a new  upper  standard  school 
accommodating  360  pupils  was  opened  during  the  year,  and 
temporary  accommodation  for  140  children  is  provided  in  the 
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Wesleyan  Lecture  Hall  in  the  parish  of  Usworth.  The 
elementary  parochial  school  at  Washington  village,  accom- 
modating 220  children  was  closed.  Under  construction  is  a 
new  Infants’  school  at  Usworth  Colliery  and  Hatfield . 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  is  undertaken 
by  the  County  Council,  which  is  the  Education  Authority  for 
the  district. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  whole  area  is  well  provided  with  water,  except  the 
townships  of  Lumley  Little  and  Lumley  Great.  Some  of  the 
supplies  are  upland  and  some  are  deep  well  from  the  magnesian 
limestone. 

All  the  upland  is  stored  and  filtei’ed  before  distribution. 
The  deep  well  is  not  filtered,  and  the  storage  is  practically  non- 
existent. 

The  village  of  Bewick  Main,  84  houses,  is  now  supplied  by 
water  from  the  mains  of  ifie  Weardale  & Consett  Company  by 
a water  tap  in  each  house. 

The  Weardale  & Consett  Water  Company’s  water  (upland) 
is  plumbo-solvent,  but  at  the  reservoir  of  collection  quick  lime 
is  added  in  the  proportion  of  three  quarters  of  a hundredweight 
to  l ,000,000  gallons  of  water. 

The  waters  drawn  from  the  limestone,  and  Newcastle  & 
Gateshead  Company’s  water  are  hard  waters  and  not  plumbo- 
solvent. 

The  researches  of  Dr.  Houston,  Director  of  Water 
Examination  for  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  have  shown 
the  marked  reduction  of  microbial  life  in  waters  stored  for  a 
specific  period,  and  it  appears  to  me  to  be  indispensable  for  the 
safety  of  waters,  that  sufficient  storage  should  be  insisted  on 
before  distribution  of  any  water. 

A few  isolated  houses  in  the  parish  of  Lamesley  at  Bainsley 
Lane,  Fugar  Bar,  and  Pennyfine  derive  their  water  from 
shallow  wells,  and  the  consideration  of  a better  supply  has 
engaged  your  Council’s  attention  for  some  time,  but  the  distance 
from  water  mains,  and  other  causes,  have  delayed  the  com- 
pletion of  a scheme  for  the  betterment  of  a supply  to  those 
houses.  There  are  reasons  for  believing  that  these  difficulties 
will  be  overcome  within  a reasonable  time. 

The  townships  of  Lumley  Great  and  Lumley  Little  are 
supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Weardale  & Consett  Company, 
but  the  district  unfortunately  is  not  in  any  water  company’s 


30 


area,  and  the  water  is  on  sufference  from  the  said  Company. 
For  at  least  three  years  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  to 
tiie.se  townships  has  been  deficient,  and  several  reasons  have 
been  adduced  for  such  a state  of  affairs.  Numerous  meetings 
have  been  held  with  the  Water  Company’s  Engineer,  and 
different  remedies  proposed,  all  costing  a rather  large  outlay 
Nothing  definite  has  yet  been  done,  and  should  the  next 
summer  be  an  especially  dry  one,  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  these  townships,  numbering  nearly  3,500  people, 
will  be  very  serious. 


REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

During  the  year  the  whole  of  the  contracts  for  scavenging 
were  determined  and  advertised.  This  resulted  in  several  new 
contractors  being  introduced,  but  whether  the  changes  in  every 
ease  effected  are  for  the  better  appear  at  present  open  to  doubt, 
and  this  can  only  be  answered  after  a sufficient  time  elapses. 

To  keep  most  contractors  up  to  the  scratch  much  super- 
vision by  the  Inspectors  is  required,  and  especially  is  this  the 
case  if  the  contractor  is,  outside  his  scavenging  work,  a busy 
man.  In  Mr.  Harrison’s  district  “ 5,507  special  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year.  Neglect  frequently  occurs  in 
some  districts,  and  considerable  supervision  is  necessary  to 
secure  moderately  efficient  scavenging.” 

In  the  Witton-Lumley  area,  Mr.  Swaddle  says  : — “ The 
removal  of  house  refuse  has,  with  a few  exceptions,  been  better 
attended  to  during  the  year.” 

“ These  exceptions  largely  occurred  at  the  termination  of 
the  old  contracts  or  the  commencement  of  the  new  ones,  and 
were  either  due  to  the  terminating  contractors  trying  to  evade 
their  liability  of  leaving  the  work  in  order,  or  to  the  in- 
experince  or  poor  equipment  of  the  new  ones.” 

The  work  of  removing  the  house  refuse  in  Cocken  Parish 
was  undertaken  by  your  Council  as  from  the  1st  October,  and 
is  certainly  a great  improvement  on  the  old  system,  where  the 
greatest  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  the  removal  of 
the  refuse  even  at  long  periods. 
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In  the  Birtley  division  Mr.  Brown  reports  as  follows  : — 
“ During  the  1)  months  ending  30th  September,  this  work 
was  well  done  in  the  Parishes  of  Birtley  and  Urpeth,  and  in 
divisions  3,  4,  and  5 of  Lamesley ; fairly  well  done  in 
divisions  6 and  7 of  Lamesley,  and  badly  done  in  division  l 
of  Lamesley.” 

11  Since  the  above  date,  when  the  contractors  for  the  whole 
area,  save  divisions  2,  4,  5 and  7 of  Lamesley  Parish,  have  been 
changed,  there  have  been  complaints  of  neglect  in  all  the 
divisions  where  such  changes  have  taken  place. 

“ The  work  in  Ouston  Parish,  where  it  is  done  by  the  owners 
of  the  houses,  has  been  neglected  at  times,  but  on  the  whole  may 
be  said  to  be  very  well  done.” 

These  remarks  of  the  Inspectors  fortify  strongly  the 
opinion  I have  oftener  than  once  expressed  in  my  annual 
reports,  and  verbally  tr  the  different,  committees  of  your 
Council,  who  have  at  divers  times  considered  the  scavenging 
question,  that  good  scavenging,  regularly  good  that  is  to  say, 
can  only  be  obtained  by  your  Council  taking  the  scavenging 
into  your  own  hands.  The  cost  might  be  somewhat  higher, 
but  if  all  the  evils  follow  imperfect  scavenging,  as  some  suggest 
they  do,  and  that  all  our  Enteric  Fever,  whether  the  areas  be 
well  scavenged  or  not,  are  due  to  bad  scavenging,  plus  the 
excessive  eating  of  shell-fish,  which  by  the  way  is  a sort  of 
myth,  coupled  with  the  existence  of  ashpit  privies  and  ash- 
closets,  then  any  excess  of  cost  to  better  the  scavenging  and  thus 
reduce  the  excessive  disease  rate  wovdd  be  very  well  spent  money. 

Bad  scavenging  means  something  more  than  the  irregular 
emptying  of  the  ashpits.  It  means  leaving  the  sides  of  the 
ashpit  privy  or  ash -closet  covered  with  slightly  adhering  dust, 
and  foecal  matter,  which  dries  and  is  blown  all  over  the  area 
adjoining  the  closet.  The  scraping  of  the  sides  of  the  receptacles 
is  an  important  item  in  scavenging,  the  sweeping  up  of  the  debris 
spilt  in  filling  the  cart,  the  loading  of  the  carts  so  that  none  of 
the  load  drops  off  in  the  streets  during  carting,  are  all  matters 
of  importance,  and  the  avoidance  of  neglect  in  all  could  be  much 
better  prevented  if  the  scavenging  staff  were  your  own 
servants  than  when  those  men  are  the  servants  of  contractors. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  cost  of  scavenging  for  the 
year  1910,  with  the  approximate  cost  per  house  for  the  year  • 


Township. 

Gross  Cost 

Approximate  Cost 

IN  PENCE  PER 

PER 

ANNl 

JM. 

house  per  annum  . 

£ 

s. 

d. 

d. 

Birtley  

. . 574 

5 

0 

82-5 

Burnmoor 

104 

0 

0 

920 

Cocken  

13 

12 

0 

960 

Edmondsley 

186 

14 

0 

95-3 

H arraton  

283 

6 

3 

1000 

Lambton  

15 

10 

0 

1 200 

Lamesley  

462 

8 

6 

860 

Lu  m ley  Great  

127 

0 

0 

650 

Lumley  Little  

78 

0 

0 

84-0 

Pelton  

685 

10 

0 

941 

Plawsworth  

115 

4 

0 

960 

Urpeth  

. . 224 

10 

0 

75-3 

Usworth 

461 

15 

6 

75-6 

Washington 

542 

3 

0 

86-0 

Witton  Gilbert  

635 

7 

0 

99-6 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  ACCOMPLISHED  DURING 
THE  YEAR,  AND  REQUIRED  IN  THE  NEAR 

FUTURE. 

A large  amount  of  improvements  have  been  effected  during 
the  year.  The  work  of  the  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  has  been 
well  performed,  and  most  of  the  improvements  have  been 
accomplished  by  negotiations  with  the  owners. 

There  yet  exists  a very  large  number  of  insanitary  houses, 
and  many  are  quite  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  the  great 
difficulty  of  any  displaced  population  is  to  procure  houses  in 
the  meantime. 

The  systematic  examination  of  houses  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  which  will  commence 
with  the  next  year,  will  place  the  real  state  of  all  your  houses  in 
a sure  and  lasting  basis  and  will  allow  your  officers  to  follow  up 
a really  bad  house  until  it  is  efficiently  repaired  or  closed,  with 
much  more  accuracy  than  in  the  past. 

BARMSTON. 

The  whole  of  the  back-to-back  houses  in  Pattinson  Town 
remaining  at  the  end  of  1909  have  been  converted  to  through 
houses.  New  slated  roofs  have  been  put  on,  out-offices  erected, 
new  drains  provided,  and  a water  tap  placed  in  each  house.  In 
fact  Pattinson  Town  has  been  rebuilt,  and  modern  houses 
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formed  out  of  houses  previously  far  from  sanitary.  During  the 
year  there  were  46  of  these  back-to-back  houses  converted  into 
23  through  houses  of  4 rooms  each,  and  all  provided  with 
sculleries,  and  cemented  yards.  The  addition  of  a scullery  is  a 
vast  improvement  to  a house,  as  it  allows  a deal  of  the  work 
of  the  house  to  be  done  outside  the  kitchen  or  living  room. 
Cemented  back  yards  are  also  an  immense  improvement  to  a 
house.  They  can  always  be  kept  clean,  and  thus  prevent  dust 
and  other  filth  from  so  readily  entering  the  house. 

The  other  houses  in  Pattinson  Town  belonging  to  the  same 
owner  and  known  as  the  Cottages,  one  storied  houses,  32  in 
number,  have  also  been  provided  with  sculleries,  and  a cemented 
dry  area  on  their  northern  side.  Extensive  repairs  have  been 
made  to  the  walls  and  roofs,  and  each  has  been  provided  with 
a separate  drain.  The  back  street  has  been  properly  made, 
and  the  houses  have  had  a cement  footpath  made  in  front, 
and  back  laid  down. 

Shortly,  the  alteration  in  this  village  consist  of  48  open 
ashpit  privies  abolished,  and  their  place  taken  by  ash -closets, 
55  yards  cemented,  stand  pipes  abolished,  and  57  water  taps 
placed  in  as  many  houses,  and  the  main  street  properly  made. 

In  the  same  township  a tenemented  house  (6  tenants)  at 
Barmston  Hilltop,  which  was  overcrowded  with  tenements, 
and  which  made  it  a large  back-to-back  house,  has  been  re- 
arranged so  that  there  are  now  two  tenements.  In  addition, 
some  general  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  house. 

The  alterations  to  the  houses  just  described  have  reduced  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  in  this  township  by  26. 

BIRTLEY. 

A large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  this  township. 
At  St.  Bede’s  Row,  Birtley,  new  pantries  and  ash-closets  have 
been  erected  to  27  houses.  At  Birtley  Terrace,  8 houses,  the 
common  area  at  the  back  has  been  cemented,  and  a cement 
footpath  made  in  front  of  the  houses,  At  New  Street,  9 houses, 
similar  repairs  have  been  effected.  School  Street,  16  houses  ; 
Hill  Streets,  25  houses  ; and  Church  Street,  8 houses,  have  all 
been  treated  in  the  same  fashion.  This  cementing  in  the 
vicinity  of  houses  tends  to  keep  the  walls  dry  and  the  houses 
clean.  All  these  streets  are  in  Birtley,  and  the  houses  are  owned 
by  the  Birtley  Iron  & Coal  Company,  and  these  improvements 
have  been  effected  through  the  foresight  of  the  Company’s 
Agent,  and  of  his  own  accord. 

In  addition  to  the  66  houses  just  mentioned  in  the  township 
84  houses  have  been  newly  spouted,  new  drains  laid  to  32 
houses,  and  22  yards  have  been  cemented,  and  many  other 
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minor  improvements  to  numerous  houses  in  the  township. 
Four  houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
Forty-five  ash-closets  and  12  water  closets  have  replaced  in- 
sanitary ashpit  privies.  Fourteen  streets,  having  a total  length 
of  1,055  yards,  have  been  made  good  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Private  Streets  Works  Act. 


BURNMOOR. 

A large  amount  of  improvements  have  been  under  wav 
during  the  year,  some  completed  and  others  partly  completed. 
A number  of  back  yards  have  been  cemented  at  Engine  Row, 
New  Lambton,  and  other  places. 

At  New  Lambton  village  the  old  houses  in  Engine  Row 
standing  at  the  end  of  1909  have  been  pulled  down,  and  4 new 
houses  erected  in  their  place.  Seven  houses  of  Chapel  Row 
and  Cross  Row  have  been  pulled  down.  Five  houses  are  being 
erected  in  their  place,  and  the  remaining  space  occupied  by  the 
7 old  houses  has  been  utilised  to  form  a street,  connecting  the 
back  street  of  Chapel  Row  with  the  front  street  of  the  same 
row.  Work  is  in  progress  for  the  demolition  and  rebuilding 
of  other  ten  houses  in  Chapel  Row.  Twenty  ash-closets  have 
replaced  open  ashpit  privies  at  Engine  Row,  Cross  Row,  and 
other  places. 

Five  houses  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  at 
Cross  Row  (2),  Salt  Pans  (2),  and  D.  Pit  Square  (1).  all  this  is 
the  property  of  the  Lambton  Collieries,  Ltd. 


COCKEN. 

In  this  township  10  houses  have  been  substantially  repaired 
and  made  fit  for  habitation.  Seventeen  yards  cemented,  and 
10  floors  relaid.  Three  ash-closets  have  been  built,  and  10  new 
drains  have  been  provided  to  as  many  houses. 


EDMONDSLEY. 

The  streets  in  the  village  of  Edmondsley  remain  in  much 
the  same  condition  as  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report, 
but  I understand  that  some  of  these  streets  are  likely  to  be 
improved  during  the  ensuing  year.  Twenty-two  ash-closets 
have  been  built,  12  yards  cemented,  12  drains  reconstructed, 
and  three  houses  rebuilt,  probably  exhaust  the  sanitary  im- 
provements in  this  township.  Obviously  there  are  plenty  of 
similar  improvements  waiting  to  be  undertaken.  At  Broomy- 
holm  Farm  3 old  cottages  were  disused  for  human  habitation. 
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The  houses  known  as  Watson’s  Buildings,  Edmondsley, 
which  have  been  untenanted  for  several  years,  are  becoming 
very  dilapidated,  and  should  be  pulled  down,  and  steps  to 
this  effect  are  about  to  be  undertaken. 

HARRATON. 

There  are  numerous  houses  in  this  township,  old  and  in- 
sanitary as  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  report,  and  during  the 
year  22  have  been  closed  by  agreement  with  the  owners  at 
the  following  places  : Catherine  Square  (9),  Pear  Tree  Cottages 
(1),  The  Burns  (1),  Haggis  Hall  (4).  The  Square  (1),  Ferryboat 
Cottages  (1),  all  at  Fatfield  ; and  Chapel  Row  (1),  C’usheycow 
Row  (1),  at  Portobello. 

The  houses  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  report  at  the  Low 
Flats  remain  in  the  same  condition  as  formerly  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  the  damp  proofing  tried  18  months  ago  is  to 
be  effective  or  otherwise.  It  appears  as  if  it  were  to  be  effective, 
and  if  so  the  remaining  houses  will  be  treated  this  year,  and 
the  hope  is  that  these  dozen  houses  formerly  and  now  unfit 
for  habitation  owing  to  damp  walls,  will  be  rendered  dry  and 
fit  for  habitation. 

Many  ashpit  privies  remain  in  this  township  to  be  replaced 
either  by  water  closets  or  ash-closets  and  many  backyards 
require  to  be  cemented. 

The  325  yards  of  streets  in  this  township  at  Hobson  Terrace 
and  Albert  Terrace,  Washington  Station,  mentioned  in  my  last 
year’s  report  are  vet  unmade,  but  I understand  the  contract 
for  the  work  has  now  been  let,  and  one  assumes  that  in  a very 
short  time  the  work  will  be  completed.  The  streets  in  Fatfield 
village  are  not  as  good  as  they  should  be.  Your  Council  has 
resolved  that  application  be  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  for  the  Board’s  sanction  to  adopt  the  Private  Streets 
Works  Act,  and  to  make  under  its  provisions  the  several 
streets  which  have  been  scheduled. 

LAMESLEY. 

At  Kibblesworth  the  rebuilding  of  old  houses  continues  at 
about  much  the  same  speed  as  in  former  years.  This  year  10 
houses  have  been  rebuilt,  as  compared  with  8 last  year.  In 
addition  to  these  improvements  at  Kibblesworth  one  house 
has  been  rebuilt  near  the  schools,  Lamesley,  and  several  drains 
(46)  made,  floors  concreted  (3),  houses  generally  repaired  (14), 
are  amongst  the  improvements  which  may  be  specifically 
mentioned,  At  the  Barrington  Schools  (non-provided)  the 
insanitary  privies  were  converted  to  water  closets  in  com- 
pliance with  legal  notice  served  on  the  managers. 
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As  elsewhere  mentioned  Bewick  Main  Village  is  now 
supplied  by  Consett  Water  (upland),  also  3 houses  at  Urpeth 
Hiding  Farm  in  this  vicinity 

At  Fugar  Bar  and  Bainsley  Lane,  all  scattered  houses,  a 
better  supply  is  required,  and  the  matter  is  receiving  your 
Council’s  attention. 

The  sewering  of  the  north-eastern  corner  of  Eighton  Banks, 
i.e.,  Galloping  Green  area,  is  now  completed,  and  the  Surveyor 
has  been  given  instructions  to  commence  the  sewering  of  the 
south-eastern  portion  of  this  district.  When  this  is  completed 
the  whole  parish  of  Lamesley,  barring  the  isolated  houses,  will 
be  properly  sewered,  though  in  some  parts  of  it  the  proper 
treatment  of  the  sewage  will  engage  your  Council’s  attention  in 
the  near  future. 

Four  houses  were  closed,  in  addition  to  those  already 
mentioned  : Sandy  Lane  (1),  Swan  Pond  (1).  and  another  at 
Eighton  Banks,  and  Harlow  Green  (1). 

In  this  township  there  is  a large  number  of  open  ashpit- 
privies  still  extant,  and  they  should  be  converted  into  water 
closets  or  ash-closets  within  a reasonable  time. 

LUMLEY  GREAT. 

This  is  another  township  of  old  houses  many  of  which  are 
quite  unfit  for  human  habitation  from  their  type  as  well  as 
from  the  damp  condition  of  their  walls. 

A very  large  proportion  of  the  houses  in  this  parish  are  the 
property  or  are  in  the  occupation  of  the  Lambton  Collieries, 
Ltd. 

The  condition  of  many  of  the  houses  have  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  owners  on  more  occasions  than  one, 
and  now  a considerable  amount  of  work  is  being  undertaken 
to  remedy  the  defects  pointed  out. 

In  the  township  11  ash-closets  have  replaced  as  many 
ashpit  privies,  and  10  back  yards  have  been  cemented. 

At  Trunk  Row,  Lumley,  12  old  houses  have  been  pulled 
down,  and  new  ones  built  in  their  places,  each  with  its  own 
back  yard.  Each  house  lias  been  provided  with  a separate 
drain,  and  a new  sewer  lias  been  laid  for  the  new  houses  just 
mentioned.  At  Black  Row  one  house  was  rebuilt,  and  the 
Dog  and  Gun  Inn,  Lumley,  was  also  rebuilt  this  year. 

At  Lumley  Terrace  the  old  dilapidated  ashpit  privies  were 
situated  about  45  to  50  feet  from  the  house  doors,  separated 
from  them  by  a road  always  bad  in  wet  weather.  The  owners 
were  asked  to  provide  back  yards  for  those  houses  (28)  and  to 
build  either  an  ash-closet  or  water  closet  in  the  yard.  The  owners, 


37 


however,  refused  to  provide  a separate  yard  for  each  liou.se  or  a 
water  closet,  but  agreed  to  erect  ash -closets  at  a distance  of 
15  or  16  feet  from  the  houses,  and  to  improve  the  street  between 
the  houses  and  the  closets.  In  my  opinion  this  cannot  be 
called  any  real  improvement.  Certainly  the  closets  are  brought 
nearer  the  houses,  but  when  that  is  said  all  is  said.  The  road 
will  never  be  good  for  any  length  of  time,  and  privies  so 
situated  cannot  be  said  to  have  the  least  privacy.  Four  houses 
in  Lumley  village  were  closed  at  the  following  places  : Pottery 
Row  (1),  Cross  Row  (1),  Gate  Cottage  (1),  and  Paradise  (1). 

The  sewerage  system  of  the  village  of  Lumley  continues 
practically  in  the  same  state,  though  about  50  yards  of  new 
sewer  have  been  made  in  Herrons’  Row,  in  addition  to 
170  yards  in  Trunk  Row,  to  drain  17  houses  there. 

LUMLEY  LITTLE. 

This  small  township  remains  in  much  the  same  condition 
as  last  year. 

Two  insanitary  houses  have  been  closed  at  Lumley  Forge 
Farm  (1),  and  Brecon  Hill  (1).  One  ash -closet  was  provided 
at  Lumley  Park  Garden  Cottage. 

OUSTON. 

The  spouts  of  52  houses  were  renewed.  Eighteen  ashpit 
privies  have  been  abolished  and  replaced  by  as  many  ash- 
closets,  but  many  old  ashpit  privies  in  this  township  still  remain 
to  be  abolished,  and  the  owners,  the  Birtley  Coal  Co.,  through 
their  agent,  Mr.  Philip  Kirkup,  have  agreed  to  do  so  within  a 
reasonable  time.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  I was  unable  to  per- 
suade Mr.  Kirkup  to  provide  water  closets  instead  of  ash-closets, 
for  I am  sure  the  betterment  of  the  health  of  the  district,  and 
consequently  the  increase  of  the  working  hours  of  the  com- 
munity would  amply  repa}^  the  difference  in  the  upkeep 
between  water  closets  and  ash-closets.  Nine  old  houses  at 
Ouston  Square  were  pulled  down  and  a number  of  new  houses 
are  being  built  on  the  site  of  these  old  ones. 

PELTON. 

The  sewering  of  Club  Row,  and  Bloomfield  Terrace,  Pelton 
Fell,  has  been  commenced,  and  a site  secured  on  which  to 
treat  the  sewage  from  these  houses  and  that  from  the  village  of 
Pelton. 

The  ashpit  privies  and  the  footpaths  at  West  Pelton  remain 
in  the  state  described  in  my  last  year’s  report,  and  unless  the 
owners  are  prepared  to  improve  the  streets  in  this  village,  I 
consider  the  improvements  required  should  be  accomplished  by 
the  means  provided  in  the  Private  Streets  Works  Act. 
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Considerable  improvements  have  been  effected  to  many 
houses  in  this  township,  the  bulk  of  the  improved  houses  being 
the  property  of  the  Birtley  Iron  Company. 

At  Perkinsville  65  kitchen  floors  have  been  relaid  in 
cement,  the  small  yards  cemented,  and  yard  walls  built.  In 
the  whole  township  80  floors  have  been  cemented,  and  80  yards 
cemented.  Twenty-seven  ash -closets  and  5 water  closets  have 
replaced  old  ashpit  privies. 

At  Hunt’s  buildings  the  back-to-back  houses  have  been 
made  through  houses. 

New  sewers  have  been  laid  between  Michael’s  Villas  and  the 
West  Pelton  Co-operative  Societies  premises,  and  a part  of  the 
main  sewer  between  Grange  Villa  and  the  Alma  Sewage  works 
has  also  been  relaid. 

Five  houses  have  been  closed,  at  Harrison’s  Buildings  (2), 
Morgan’s  Buildings  (1),  and  the  Old  Church  Institute  (5),  all  in 
the  village  of  Pelton. 

The  streets  at  Grange  Villa  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s 
report  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  number  20,  with  a 
total  length  of  3,610  yards. 

As  I have  previously  mentioned,  other  streets  in  this 
township  require  attention  at  an  early  date. 

PLAWSWORTH. 

I have  not  much  to  report  respecting  this  township.  At 
Plawsworth  Bar  there  are  many  ashpit  privies  requiring 
abolition. 

At  Nettlesworth  Village,  the  property  of  the  Sacriston  & 
Charlaw  Colliery  Co.,  the  improvements  to  the  houses  and 
streets  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  report  continue,  though  not 
at  a very  rapid  rate.  During  the  year  seven  of  the  houses  in 
Front  Row  have  been  raised,  and  otherwise  improved,  and  are 
now  really  very  good  four-roomed  houses.  Seven  yards  have 
been  cemented,  and  seven  floors  cemented.  Thirty  ash-closets 
and  one  water  have  been  built  to  replace  old  open  ashpit 
privies.  Several  drains  have  been  reconstructed. 

Three  dilapidated  houses  which  have  been  empty  for 
several  years  have  been  pulled  down,  and  new  ones  erected  on 
the  site. 


URPETH. 

The  condition  of  the  houses  in  this  township  is  much  the 
same  as  stated  in  my  last  year’s  report.  The  houses  mentioned 
therein  which  require  raising  remain  in  the  same  state. 
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The  streets  at  Co-operative  Villas,  Beamish,  are  not  yet 
made,  but  the  preliminaries  are  now  nearly  completed,  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  work  will  be  finished  during  the  coming  year. 

Improvements  are  much  required  to  houses  at  Old  No. 
Place,  Eden  Rows,  Quality  Row,  Palace  Row,  and  Hammer 
Square,  all  at  Beamish.  Eden  Square,  8 or  9 houses,  should  be 
closed. 

The  Cross  Rows,  near  Urpeth  Square,  now  provided  with 
open  channels,  require  proper  sewers  and  a drain  for  each 
house. 

US  WORTH. 

I am  not  able  to  chronicle  many  improvements  in  this 
township,  where  many  improvements  can  be  carried  out. 
Fifteen  ash-closets  and  three  water  closets  have  been  built.  A 
number  of  houses  have  been  generally  repaired,  and  six  houses 
have  been  closed,  at  Middle  TT'gh  Row  (5),  and  The  Old  Hall  (1), 
Usworth  Colliery.  Many  more  require  the  same  operation  : 
chiefly  at  Middle  High  Row,  Taylor’s  Row,  and  W7est  Side  of 
Square,  Usworth  Colliery.  The  small  back  yards  at  Penshaw 
View.  Usworth  Colliery,  should  be  enlarged,  enclosed,  and 
cemented,  in  conformity  with  those  of  the  adjoining  street. 

At  New  Washington  35  streets,  with  a total  length  of  2,052 
yards,  have  been  made  during  the  year,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Private  Streets  Works  Act. 

Many  other  streets  require  improvement,  especially  at 
the  High  Rows,  Quarry  Row,  Single  Row,  Railway  Terrace, 
Penshaw  View,  and  the  road  leading  from  the  end  of  Quarry 
Row  to  the  Colliery  crossing.  This  road  is  daily  used  by  a 
large  number  of  children  as  their  school  road,  and  in  wet  weather 
it  is  deplorable.  Unless  measures  are  taken  by  the  owners  to 
make  these  roads  good,  and  to  keep  them  in  good  repair, 
there  will  be  nothing  remain  except  that  your  Council  make 
them  good  under  the  provisions  of  the  Private  Streets  Works 
Act. 

WALDRIDGE. 

Several  of  the  houses  in  this  township  are  far  from  being 
habitable  houses,  and  this  appears  to  be  a favourable  time  for 
closing  these  insanitary  houses,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to 
accomplish  this  end. 


WASHINGTON. 

A number  of  houses  in  this  township  have  been  generally 
repaired,  and  back  yards  cemented.  Nine  houses  have  been 
closed  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  at  Old  Rows  (b),  Dame 


40 


Margaret’s  Home  (1),  The  Cottages,  Washington  Village  (1), 
and  Murdoch’s  Yard  (1),  and  at  Speculation  Place,  New 
Washington,  13  tenements  have  been  abolished,  the  rooms 
occupied  being  added  to  other  tenements  so  as  to  get  rid  of 
back-to-back  houses. 

A new  sewer  is  being  laid  at  Speculation  Place,  and  new 
drains  are  being  made.  The  outside  water  taps  are  being  re- 
moved and  a water  tap  is  being  placed  in  each  house. 

The  ashpit  privies  at  Shaftoe  Terrace  remain  and  should 
be  replaced  by  a more  modern  closet.  In  this  case  water 
closets  are  better  than  ash-closets,  but  the  owners  object  to 
move  the  closets  nearer  the  houses  from  which  they  are  now 
separated  by  a distance  of  about  40  feet. 

The  owners  of  this  Terrace  have  cemented  several  of  the 
yards  and  floors  during  the  year.  The  houses  at  Washington 
Staiths  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  report  as  not  having 
proper  facilities  for  procuring  water,  though  a main  was  close 
to  them,  have  now  these  facilities  provided.  These  houses  and 
the  adjoining  houses  belonging  to  the  same  owner  have  now 
each  a water  tap  in  the  house.  The  number  of  houses  so  pro- 
vided is  24. 

Nine  ash-closets  and  eight  water  closets  have  been  built, 
chiefly  at  Spout  Lane,  Village  Lane,  Washington  Village,  and  at 
Speculation  Place,  New  Washington. 

Most  of  the  back-to-back  houses  at  Speculation  Place  have 
now  been  made  through  houses,  though  some  remain  to  be  done, 
and  two  or  three  of  the  owners  have  carried  out  your  Council’s 
orders  in  the  letter,  but  not  in  the  spirit.  These  owners  have 
made  a door  between  the  back  tenement  and  front  tenement, 
but  still  have  two  tenants  on  a flat,  and  the  houses  are  worse 
than  previously,  because  all  privacy  is  now  ended. 

The  streets  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  report  still  remain 
unmade,  but  I understand  the  contract  for  making  them  good 
is  let,  and  one  expects  that  work  will  be  commenced  at  a very 
early  date. 

WITTON  GILBERT. 

In  this  township  8 houses  have  been  rebuilt,  and  2 per- 
manently closed.  Twenty-one  ash-closets  and  3 water  closets 
have  been  provided  in  place  of  ashpit  privies.  Thirty-seven 
back  yards  have  been  cemented,  and  8 floors  relaid  in  cement. 
Five  houses  have  been  drained  and  other  five  drains  have  been 
relaid. 
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In  Sacriston  3 streets  having  a total  length  of  652  yards 
have  been  made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Private  Streets 
Works  Act.  Many  of  the  new  streets  are  sadly  in  a state  of 
mud.  It  is  the  usual  tiling  in  this  neighbourhood  for  a builder 
to  lav  out  streets  of  houses,  but  he  never  thinks  of  touching  the 
streets  themselves  ; consequently  they  are  quagmires  when 
his  carting  is  finished,  and  unless  your  Council  take  the  matter 
up,  the  owner  who  is  willing  to  make  his  part  of  the  street  good, 
fails  to  get  the  assistance  of  his  neighbours  to  make  their 
frontage  equally  as  good,  and  hence  nothing  is  done,  and  the 
people  living  in  these  houses  have  perforce  to  plodge  their  way 
daily  in  wet  weather  through  mud  and  slime. 

The  unmade  streets  in  Sacriston  urgently  require  your 
Council’s  attention,  with  a view  to  have  them  properly  made. 

Your  Local  Committee  will  consider  the  question  at  an 
early  date,  and  I hope  the>’-  decision  will  be  in  favour  of  pro- 
ceeding forthwith  in  the  improvement  of  those  dreadful  streets. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done  in  the  district 
during  the  year,  almost  entirely  by  negotiations  with  the 
owners  of  the  property  concerned,  and  generally  without  the 
intervention  of  your  Council  in  person. 

Many  yards  of  new  sewers  have  been  constructed  ; 308 
ash-closets,  and  34  water  closets  built ; 313  back  yards  cemented  ; 
154  floors  laid  in  cement ; 210  houses  substantially  repaired  ; 
81  houses  rebuilt,  84  houses  have  been  permanently  closed  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  7,369  lineal  yards  of  streets 
made  under  the  provisions  of  the  Private  Streets  Works  Act. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Approximately  there  are  150  cowsheds,  and  over  1,000 
milk-giving  cows  in  the  district. 

The  cowsheds  have  been  regularly  visited  during  the  year, 
and  though  many  of  them  are  kept  in  a very  clean  state,  several 
of  the  smaller  ones  are  dirty  to  a degree.  Several  of  the  defects 
have  been  remedied,  but  the  smaller  byres  cannot  in  all  cases 
be  made  good  ones,  and  their  abolition  is  difficult  in  some  cases. 

The  milk  is  produced  in  the  district  in  as  good  sanitary 
conditions  as  occur  in  most  rural  districts.  That  may  not  be 
saying  much  for  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  produced, 
but  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  these  conditions  are 
being  improved  year  by  year. 
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One  of  the  worst  conditions,  and  one  in  which  there  is 
little  improvement  visible,  is  the  want  of  cleanliness  during 
milking.  The  milkers  will  not  in  the  great  majority  of  eases 
wash  the  cow’s  udders,  many  even  do  not  rub  them  with  a 
dry  cloth.  Many  excuses  are  advanced  for  not  cleaning  the 
udders  properly,  one  of  the  silliest  is  that  the  cow  will  get 
“ cold  ” and  produce  less  milk,  another  is  that  there  is  no  time 
for  such,  apparently  to  the  milker,  useless  work  as  washing 
an  udder.  Since  this  difficulty  may  never  be  overcome,  there 
should  be  a penalty  attached  to  any  one  who  sells  uncleaned 
milk.  This  is  a simple  process,  costs  nothing  save  a small 
capital  outlay,  and  must  be  protective  of  the  general  health  of 
a community.  One  of  course  might  get  at  very  dirty  people 
through  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  but  this  is  a 
clumsy  process,  and  a costly  one,  and  in  the  end  would  not  be 
nearly  so  effective  as  the  cleansing  process. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  house  of  this  description  in  the  district. 
It  has  been  visited  frequently  during  the  year,  oftener  than 
once  at  midnight.  The  house  had  been  licensed  many  years, 
but  is  altogether  unsuitable  for  a common  lodging  house. 

It  is  licensed  for  24  males,  but  I consider,  if  it  is  to  be 
used  at  all  for  the  purpose  it  now  fulfills,  the  license  should  be 
widened  to  include  married  couples. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  slaughter  houses  in  the  district  remains  the 
same  as  last  year,  and  the  number  of  animals  killed  are 
approximately  as  follows  90  beasts,  1 70  sheep,  50  pigs,  and 
50  calves  weekly. 

The  older  slaughter  houses  are  not  model  ones,  but  the 
newer  ones  are  built  more  in  accord  with  present  ideas  of  what 
a slaughter  house  should  be. 

They  are  all  regularly  inspected  and  generally  they  are 
found  in  a clean  condition. 

There  is  no  systematic  inspection  of  these  places  made 
whilst  slaughtering  is  taking  place.  This  is  owing  to  the  time 
of  slaughtering  varying  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  owner 
of  the  premises,  who  in  all  the  smaller  places  is  generally  the 
slaughterer. 
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UNHEALTHY  DWELLINGS. 

There  are  quite  a large  number  of  houses  in  the  district  still 
unfit  for  habitation,  though  the  continued  closing  of  many  of 
these  houses  is,  year  by  year,  reducing  the  number  of  absolutely 
bad,  and  the  extensive  repairs,  which  have  been  carried  out  by 
several  of  the  colliery  companies,  notably  the  Lamhton 
Collieries,  Ltd.,  and  the  Birtley  Iron  & Coal  Company,  and  to  a 
less  extent  the  C'harlaw  & Sacriston  Coal  Co.,  and  Messrs. 
Bowes  & Partners,  at  Kibblesworth,  have  greatly  improved 
many  of  the  poorer  houses,  and  one  trusts  that  this  past 
improvement  will  continue  until  in  your  district  there  is  not 
a house  which  can  be  called  absolutely  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

The  systematic  inspection  and  tabulation  of  defects, 
commenced  with  the  year  1911,  will  tend  to  the  quicker 
improvement.  There  must  however,  be  a time  elapse  before 
the  particulars  of  even  a moiety  of  your  houses  can  be 
collected,  and  the  fruits  of  that  inspection  cannot  be  realised 
for  several  years  to  come. 

Messrs.  Bowes  & Partners  have  built  12  houses  at  Eighton 
Banks  for  their  workmen,  and  the  Usworth  Colliery  Co.  have 
built  10  houses.  I am  not  aware  that  Washington  Colliery 
has  built  any  houses.  Each  of  the  collieries  named  have  closed 
a few  houses,  which  have  for  years  been  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

The  Lambton  Collieries  Co.  have  also  rebuilt  several  houses, 
but  in  none  of  these  places  has  the  total  number  of  houses 
increased  much  by  the  buildings  named.  The  demand  for 
houses  is  great,  and  in  consequence  rents  are  high. 

Most  of  the  houses  enumerated  in  my  last  year’s  report  as 
unfit  for  habitation  remain  occupied,  e.r/.,  Biddick  Row,  at 
Washington  ; Taylor’s  Row,  West  side  of  Square,  and  Middle 
High  Row,  Usworth  Colliery  ; but  6 of  the  19  houses  at  Old 
Row,  Washington,  have  been  closed  during  the  year,  and  some 
of  the  houses  at  Eighton  Banks  have  also  been  closed  during 
the  year. 

Of  course  there  are  only  a very  few  of  the  bad  houses  which 
I have  named,  chiefly  because  there  are  many  of  these  together. 

There  are,  however,  several  hundreds  throughout  your 
district  equally  as  bad  as  these,  and  all  require  to  be  closed, 
but  one  is  confronted  with  the  insurmountable  difficulty  of 
finding  house  accommodation  for  those  displaced  by  such 
drastic  action  as  closing,  say  400  houses. 
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This  state  of  affairs  naturally  leads  to  the  question  of 
providing  accommodation  for  these  people.  Your  Council  are 
now  turning  your  attention  to  this  problem,  and  have  appointed 
a committee  to  enquire  into  the  provision  of  houses  for  the 
tenants  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Your  Committee 
have  been  actively  engaged  in  the  matter,  and  are  about  to 
submit  to  you,  for  your  consideration,  the  results  of  then- 
labours. 


The  following  table  gives  approximately  the  number  of 
houses  built  and  occupied,  and  the  number  of  houses  closed  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  during  the  year. 


Township. 

No.  of  Houses 

No.  of  Houses 

BUILT  AND  OCCUPIED 

CLOSED. 

Barmston 

27  1 2 

Birtley  

29 

4 

Burnmoor 

4 

12 

Harraton  

21 

22 

Lamesley  

38 

4 

bum  ley  Great  . . 

18 

18 

Lumley  Little  . . 

2 

( )uston  

9 

Felton 

61 

8 

Urpeth  

10 

2 

Usworth 

65 

6 

Washington 

39 

22  - 

Witton  Gilbert  . 

63 

10 

348 

146 

Of  the  total  146  there  were  106  actually  closed  as  unfit  for 
habitation,  so  that  during  the  last  four  years  there  have  been 
about  400  houses  in  your  district  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
and  I do  not  remember  a single  instance  where  legal  proceedings 
had  to  be  employed  to  accomplish  the  closure,  nor  yet  do  I 
remember  any  case  in  which  your  Council  had  to  serve  legal 
notice  save  in  two  houses  in  Sacriston,  and  with  respect  to  the 
Old  Row,  Washington,  wherein  your  Council  made  a Closing 
Order  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1907. 


1 These  houses  are  not  closed  for  habitation  but  were  back  to  back 
houses  and  have  been  added  to  other  tenements  to  make  through 
houses. 

2 13  of  these  22  were  also  added  to  adjacent  tenements  to  make 
through  houses. 
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THE  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  70  patients  have  been  admitted  to  the 
hospital  as  compared  with  123  last  year.  Of  these,  09  belonged 
to  your  district,  and  one  to  the  Urban  District  of  Chester-le- 
Street. 

Of  the  70  patients,  41  were  admitted  as  suffering  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  in  all  cases  the  diagnosis  before  admission  was  correct. 
Three  were  admitted  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  and  in  all 
cases  the  diagnosis  was  found  to  be  correct.  Twenty-six  were 
admitted  as  suffering  from  Enteric  Fever,  and  25  cases  were 
found  to  be  correctly  diagnosed,  the  remaining  case  was  one  of 
pneumonia. 

Taking  all  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Enteric  Fever 
notified  in  the  rural  district,. 20-6  per  cent,  of  Scarlet  Fever  was 
isolated  in  hospital,  as  compared  with  15-3  per  cent.  last,  year, 
and  89-2  per  cent,  of  the  Enteric  Cases,  as  compared  with  39-2 
per  cent,  last  year.  Of  all  cases  notified  19-5  per  cent,  were 
admitted  to  hospital,  as  compared  with  17-0  per  cent,  isolated 
in  hospital  last  year. 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  recovered  were  44  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  38  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  and  2 cases  of 
Diphtheria. 

Two  patients  died  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  of  Diphtheria,  one 
of  Enteric  Fever,  and  one  of  some  form  of  Septicomia,  who  was 
admitted  as  suffering  from  Enteric  Fever  in  1909,  but  wherein 
the  diagnosis  was  found  to  be  incorrect.  The  case  mortality 
from  Scarlet  Fever  was  4 -87  per  cent,  of  admissions,  from 
Enteric  Fever  the  case  mortality  was  only  3-84  per  cent,  of 
admissions,  and  that  from  Diphtheria  was  as  much  as  33-33 
per  cent,  of  admissions.  This  is  a very  large  percentage  from 
Diphtheria,  but  the  fact  that  only  3 cases  were  admitted 
detracts  from  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  such  a high 
mortality  figure. 

For  Scarlet  Fever  patients  the  average  number  of  days  in 
hospital  was  58-38  days,  as  compared  with  64-76  days  last  year  ; 
68-95  days  for  Enteric  Fever,  as  compared  with  74-18  days  last 
year,  and  22  days  for  Diphtheria,  as  compared  with  32  days  last 
year. 

The  average  number  of  patients  daily  resident  in  the  hospital 
during  the  year  was  12-35,  as  compared  with  22-8  last  year. 
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Average  Number  of 
Patients  daily  resident. 


First  Quarter  

1 1 -92 

Second  ,, 

12-61 

Third 

8-30 

Fourth 

16-60 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  eases  admitted 
to  the  Hospital  since  July,  1895,  and  other  details  : — 


Year. 

No.  OF 

Average  No. 

No.  OF 

Percentage  of 

Patients 

Daily 

Deaths  to 

Admitted. 

Resident. 

Deaths, 

Admissions. 

1895 

....  37  . 

9 00  . . 

. . 0 . 

. . 0-00 

1896 

121  . 

. . 15-30  . . 

. . 3 . 

. . 2-48 

1897 

....  53  . 

9-58  . . 

2 

. . 3-77 

1898 

....  104  . 

..  14-17  .. 

. . 3 . 

. . 2-88 

1899 

....  136  . 

. . 20-22  . . 

. . 10 

. . 7-35 

1900 

116  . 

. . 18-35  . . 

. . 4 

. . 3-44 

1901 

....  115  . 

. . 16-05  . . 

. . 8 . 

. . 6-97 

1902 

104  . 

13-65 

. . 8 . 

. . 7-69 

1903 

....  133  . 

..  17-41  .. 

. . 6 . 

. . 4-51 

1904 

56  . 

5-25  . . 

2 

. . 3-57 

1905 

1 . 

0-00  . . 

..  0 . 

. . 0 00 

1906 

53  . 

6-76  . . 

. . 2 . 

. . 3-92 

1907 

43  . 

5-70  . . 

2 

. . 4-65 

1908 

124  . 

. . 18-23  . . 

. . 11  . 

. . 8-87 

1909 

....  123  . 

. . 22-80  . . 

. . 6 . 

. . 4-87 

1910 

....  70  . 

. . 12-35  . . 

. . 5 . 

. . 7 01 

1389  . 

. ..  12-8  .. 

. . 72  . 

5‘25 

On  the  last  day  of  the  year  there  remained 

n the  hospital 

cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  two  cases  of  Entei 

c Fever. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Your  hospital  accommodation  remains  as  formerly,  that  is 
to  say  is  capable  of  isolating  two  diseases  at  one  time,  and  not 
capable  of  coping  with  such  an  outbreak  of  Enteric  Fever  as 
occurred  in  your  district  during  1908. 

Your  Committee  on  hospital  accommodation  recommended 
a certain  size  of  building  which  1 considered  necessary  for  the 
purposes  we  require,  but  as  the  Local  Government  Board 
requires  40  feet  between  any  ward  and  the  boundary  fence  of 
the  grounds,  and  as  the  building  in  question  only  left  34  feet,  it 
appears  to  me  necessary  to  curtail  the  accommodation  in  the 
new  pavilion,  or  pay  for  such  out  of  current  rate. 

Your  Committee  has  not  been  called  together  to  further 
discuss  the  question,  but  such  will  be  done  at  an  early  date, 
when  their  decision  will  be  placed  before  you. 
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Had  your  Hospital  site  been  more  sheltered  from  gales  of 
wind,  it  would  have  been  quite  possible  to  have  treated  an  excess 
of  eases  in  tents,  but  1 am  afraid  from  my  past  experience  that 
one  cannot  trust  to  such  an  expedient. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP’S  ACT. 

The  factories  and  workshops  were  inspected  regularly 
during  the  year.  In  one  workshop  notice  was  served  to  construct 
a new  water  closet.  This  was  done.  Two  notices  to  cleanse 
were  served,  and  both  complied  with.  Four  notices  for  minor 
defects  (two  written  and  two  verbal)  were  served,  and  all  were 
immediately  attended  to. 

All  the  workshops  are  of  small  dimensions,  and  employ,  as 
a rule,  very  few  workers. 

The  buildings  are  good,  r,  d with  the  exception  of  tailors’ 
workshops,  the  ventilation  is  always  good. 


TABLE  I. 


CH  ESTER  - LE- STREET 


RURAL  DISTRICT. 


For  Whole  District. 


Population 

Births. 

Deaths  under 

One  Year  of  Age. 

Deaths 

Ages. 

AT  ALL 
Total. 

Deaths 

in 

Deaths  of 
Non- 
residents 
registered 
in 

District. 

Deat  hs  of 
Residents 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages.  Nett. 

Year. 

estimated  to 
Vliddle  of  each 
Year. 

Number. 

Rate.' 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
registered. 

Number. 

Rate.* 

Public 

Institu- 

tions. 

registered 

beyond 

District. 

N umber. 

Rate.* 

1 

2 

3 

1 

5 

G 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1900 

60,594 

2,361 

38-96 

467 

197-7 

1,220 

2011 

36 

5 

13 

1,228 

20-26 

1901 

60,833 

2,380 

3912 

422 

177-3 

1,167 

19-18 

42 

6 

11 

1,172 

19-26 

1902 

62,392 

2,407  ! 

38-57 

331 

137-5 

1,064 

17-05 

38 

5 

1,079 

17-29 

1903 

64,462 

2,473 

38-36 

432 

174-6 

1,207 

18-56 

43 

7 

13 

1,213 

18-81 

1904 

66,566 

2,588 

38-87 

496 

191-6 

1,227 

18-43 

32 

5 

10 

1,232 

18-50 

1905 

68,985 

2,602 

37-71 

467 

179-4 

1,216 

17-62 

25 

3 

8 

1,221 

17-69 

1906 

70,884 

2,589 

36-52 

422 

1630 

1,169 

16-49 

37 

7 

14 

1,176 

16-59 

1907 

72,911 

2,534 

34-75 

376 

148-3 

1,189 

16-31 

40 

10 

1,199 

16-44 

1908 

74,916 

2,809 

37-49 

497 

176-5 

1,311 

17-48 

41 

14 

1,325 

17-67 

1909 

62,739 

2,361 

37-63 

332 

140-6 

908 

14-45 

— 

— 

35 

942 

15-01 

Averages 
for  years 
1900-1909 

2,510 

37-79 

424 

168-6 

1,167 

17-56 

33 

3 

13 

1,178 

17-75 

1910 

63,869 

2,341 

36-65 

336 

144-8 

914 

14-32 

4 

35 

949 

14-85 

* Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  i 

(exclusive  of  area  !-  32,429 

covered  by  water).  ) 


Total  population  at  all  ages,  48,789 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  9,680 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5’04 


sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District. 


n. 

hi. 

Institutions  outsit le  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
the  District. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in 
which  have  been  distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in  the  District. 

County  Lunatic  Asylum,  Sedgefield. 

The  Consumption  Sanatorium, 

Black  Fell. 

! County  Hospital.  Durham. 

Dame  Margaret’s  Home,  Washington. 

■ The  Union  Workhouse,  Chester-le- 
Street. 

Earl’s  House  Industrial  School, 
Witton  Gilbert. 

The  Isolation  Hospital,  Chester-le- 

| Street. 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  without  the  District. 


TABLE  II 


CH  EST  E H -L  E-STREET 


RURAL  DISTRICT. 


TABLE  1 1— continued. 


( HESTER - LE-ST  R E E T RURAL  D I S T K I C T 


TABLE  III. 


CHESTER-LE-8T  RE  ET 


RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  Year  1910. 


r 

CAS 

ES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

| 

Total  Cases  notified  in  each  Locality. 

Public 

Institutions 

Number  of  Cases  Removed  to  Hospi 

rAL  FI 

lo M each  Locality. 

Public 

Institutions. 

1 

\ o tipi  able  Disuses. 

At  Ages— 

Years. 

2 

X 

£ 

c-> 

Biddick,  South. 

©‘ 

O 

o 

u 

« 

C 

O) 

o 

o 

c 

X 

fl 

o 

a 

C 

o 

ce 

3 

W 

O 

5 

A 

2 

co 

<D 

s 

C3 

A 

Luniley,  Great. 

2 

J 

« 

P 

A 

d 

o 

a,' 

3 

O 

a 

o 

’<S 

.d 

o 

£ 

£ 

c3 

Pd 

d 

a> 

o 

£ 

CO 

P 

C) 

■TJ 

is 

d 

o 

to 

a 

e3 

£ 

Witton  Gilbert. 

J Dame  Margaret's 

| Home. 

| Earl's  House 

b Industrial  School. 

Jj 

o 

CO 

fl 

cS 

m 

fl 

O 

P> 

CO 

Ed 

c6 

CQ 

Biddick,  South. 

>» 

© 

+3 

s 

Burnmoor. 

fl 

© 

M 

o 

o 

O 

© 

xn 

'fl 

C 

o 

e 

V 

H 

Harraton. 

O 

-O 

a 

eg 

£ 

To 

© 

fl 

S 

Luniley,  Great. 



Luniley,  Little. 

fl 

o 

-p 

go 

fl 

o 

fl 

O 

■P 

© 

Ph 

Plaws  worth. 

A 

-p 

© 

ft 

u 

P 

A 

-p 

p 

o 

£ 

CO 

p 

© 

be 

2 

4j 

d 

£ 

fl 

c 

-p 

i 

§ 

* 

Witton  Gilbert. 

Dame  Margaret’s 

Home. 

Earl’s  House  In 

dlistrial  SrVhnnl 

J 

c 

o 

flg 

fl 

eg 

rn 

Sc 

< 

< 

•1 

o 

I 

r: 

c_ 

£ 

Smallpox 

* * * 

• • • 

Cholera 

. . . . 

— 

. . . . 

• * * * 

Diphtheria 

53 

1 

12 

32 

6 

2 

.... 

5 

3 

3 

6 

1 

9 

2 

3 

10 

11 

1 

i 

i 

i 

Membranous  Croup . . . 

.... 

.... 

L 

1 T 

22 

1 

3 

4 

Ervsipelas 

71 

2 

2 

4 

10 

50 

3 

1 

5 

10 

I 

1 / 

Scarlet  Fever  

199 

4 

77 

106 

10 

2 

ii 

10 

— 

22 

6 

25 

4 

1 

6 

56 

3 

8 

14 

5 

12 

16 

7 

i 

8 

i 

2 

1 

2 

14 

1 

i 

1 

2 

Typhus  Fever 

. . . . 

. . . . 

.... 

• • . • 

.... 

.... 

7 

1 

3 

1 

7 

4 

1 

*• 

3 

1 

7 

1 

i 

5 

6 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

28 

. . . . 

2 

9 

6 

11 

6 

I 

. . . . 

. . . . 

Relapsing  Fever  .... 

.... 

... 

. . . 

Continued  Fever  ... 

... 

2 

Puerperal  Fever  . . . . 

1 ^ 

1... 

. 1 

1 

' 

. • . 

. « • 

Plague  

. . . . 

. . . . 

. . . . 

. . . 

Totals 

.353 

I ” 

A 

151 

j 33 

66 

3 

j 1 

. 21 

13 

. 26 

__ 

9 

48 

4 

3 

8 



87 

5 

18 

43 

6 

29 

32 

8 

4 

9 

2 

9 

1 

2 

16 

1 

2 

6 

6 

3 

i 

TABLE  IV. 


CHE8TER-L  E-S  T R E E T 


RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1910. 


Deaths 

s 

IN  W 
UBJOI 

hole  District  v 
nkd  Ages. 

V 

Deaths 

n Localities  at 

ALI, 

\(IES.- 

-(Townships). 

Public 

NSTITUTIONS. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

oc 

o 

bt 

r2 

Q 

o 

c 

3 

o 

-a 

e. 

$3 

3 

'd 

TO 

»ra 

cc 

O 

TO 

c3 

03 

J3 

O 

73 

X 

‘<3 

b 

o 
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s 

O 

O 

u 

3 

03 

9) 

M 

o 

o 

O 

a 

o 

g 

35 

C 

O 

rt 

£ 

c3 

a 

3 

| 

5 

TO 

V 

5 

I 

<0 

0 

£ 

9) 

1 

6 

3 

& 

1 

3 

C 

o 

5 

c 

o 

'a> 

Oh 

J3 

t-i 

O 

TO 

ce 

s 

A 

« 

a 

u 

£> 

5 

s 

TO 

to 

<U 

'2 

”3 

is 

O 

|p 

TO 

r03 

• A 

r'  9 

$ 3 

bo 

C 1 

1 I 

o 

o 

0O 

geo  S 

g >§~  a 

z , Z o 

5 !•§  s 

73 

Smallpox  

Measles 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

i 

x 

Scarlet  Fever  

6 

4 

9 

i 

i 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough  

IS 

11 

6 

1 

2 

l 

2 

] 

5 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  .... 

13 

1 

5 

6 

1 

i 

i 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

Croup  

1 

1 

1 

( Typhus  

9 

2 

i 

1 

Fever  | Enteric 

Other  Continued  

Epidemic  Influenza  

4 

l 

3 

1 

i 

2 

Cholera 

Plague  

Diarrhoea 

71 

55 

14 

2 

15 

i 

5 

3 

4 

2 

i 

9 

2 

4 

11 

11 

1 

3 

Enteritis  

5 

1 

i 

3 

1 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

l 

i 

1 

i 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases  

9 

1 

1 

l 

5 

i 

3 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Phthisis 

43 

1 

3 

li 

26 

2 

3 

i 

1 

6 

1 

6 

9 

2 

5 

9 

3 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

39 

9 

14 

5 

5 

6 

3 

2 

1 

3 

4 

1 

2 

2 

3 

8 

2 

5 

3 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

26 

20 

6 

2 

1 

1 

3 

5 

1 

3 

4 

4 

2 

Bronchitis 

42 

19 

4 

i 

4 

14 

2 

5 

2 

2 

3 

1 

i 

7 

2 

3 

4 

i 

8 

| 

107 

32 

27 

8 

3 

24 

13 

24 

3 

1 

5 

6 

3 

2 

12 

2 

7 

20 

15  . . . . 

i — 

Pleurisy  

2 

2 

i 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  . . 

4 

3 

i 

2 

1 

1 

Alcoholism — Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

8 

6 

2 

1 

i 

1 

2 

9 

1 

3 

2 

1 

l 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  

64 

64 

5 

1 

l 

6 

4 

i 

8 

1 

15 

i 

5 

9 

[ 

3 

3 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition . . 

9 

1 

3 

5 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

2 

9 

68 

1 

2 

3 

33 

29 

7 

2 

1 

LG 

4 

1 

0 

2 

8 

2 

2 

8 

41 

4 

1 

5 

6 

22 

3 

1 

6 

1 

2 

2 

4 

1 

i 

1 

9 

x 

4 

5 

10 

4 

3 

i 

l 

1 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Urinary  System 

. 16 

1 

11 

4 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

•> 

4 

9 

3 

. 52 

. l 

25 

26 

13 

i 

i 

2 

5 

3 

2 

r; 

2 

1 

i 

10 

5 

. 26 

23 

3 

1 

5 

i 

2 

4 

i 

9 

5 

K 

. 13 

4 

8 

1 

4 

i 

1 

i . 

i . 

i 

4 

All  other  causes 

. 245 

112 

20 

3 

12 

26 

72 

1 

32 

2 

ii 

15 

i 

27 

7 

6 

4 

35 

2 

10 

27 

5 

31 

19  

All  causes  

. 94E 

339 

115 

38 

48 

23 

1179 

6 

137 

16 

3 

35 

54 

2 

80 

21 

23 

12  1 

25 

16 

53  1 

16 

19  1 

16  1 

5 .... 

1 3 

OHESTER-LE-STUEET  1UJUA  L WSTKKJT 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Aj<e. 
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TABLE  VI. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  DURING  1910. 

Classified  According  to  Ages  and  Localities. 


Localities. 

At  nil 
ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 year 
and 
under 

2 years. 

2 years 
and 

under 

3 years 

8 years 
and 
under 

4 years 

4 years 
and 

under 

5 years 

Over 

5 years. 

Percentage  of 
uncertified 
to  all  deaths. 

1 

RirMick.  South  

1 

1 

0-73 

Rnrnmoor  

Fop.ken  

i 

1 

33-33 

FHmondflley  

i 

1 

2-85 

i 

1 

1-85 

i 

1 

1-25 

2 

1 

1 

8-70 

Pelton  

3 

1 

2 

2-40 

Plawsworth  

Urpeth  

4 

9 

1 

1 

7-54 

2-58 

Usworth 

3 

1 

1 

l 

Waldridge 

Washington 

5 

2 

3 

4-31 

Witton  Clilbcrt  

Dame  Margaret’s 

Home 

Earl’s  House 

Industrial  School  . . 



Totals 

22 

6 

2 

1 

1 

12 

2 31 

TABLE  VII 

SMALLPOX  IN  1910. 

Classified  According  to  Localities  and  Months  of  the  Year 


Localities. 

a 

ca 

JD 

V 

Pn 

'V 

c3 

u 

< 

a 

0) 

a 

>% 

*-5 

bi 

3 

< 

■*3 

V 

O 

> 

a ) 

Total.  | 

Barmston  

Biddick,  South 

BirtLev  

Burnmoor  

Cocken  

Edmondsley  

Harratou  

Lambton 

• 

Lameslev 

Lumley,  Great  

Liimley,  Little  

Ouston 

Pelton  

Plawsworth 

Urpeth 

Us  worth 

Wald  ririgo 

Dame  Margaret’s 

Earl’s  House 

Tot  <ls 

TABLE  VIII. 

SCARLET  FEVER  IN  1910. 

Classified  According  to  Localities  and  Months  of  the  Year. 


Loiia  mties. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

March. 

April. 

c3 

S 

j June. 

July. 

b l 

Sept.  | 

Oct. 

O 

d 

<u 

A 

■ I 

Total. 

Barmston  

Biddick,  South  . . . . 

Birtlev  

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

1 1 

Burnmoor  

I 

4 

4 

1 

10 

Co c ken  

Edmondslev  

1 

2 

4 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

22 

Harraton  

2 

1 

1 

2 

<> 

Lambton 

Lameslev  . 

7 

6 

4 

2 

2 

9 

9 

25 

Lumley,  Great  .... 

3 

1 

4 

1 

I 

Lumley,  Little  .... 

Ouston 

i 

i 

1 

1 

9 

6 

Pelton  

6 

4 

7 

8 

9 

7 

2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

i 

56 

Plawsworth 

1 

2 

3 

LTrpeth 

1 

.... 

1 

l 

2 

l 

2 

8 

Usworth 

2 

3 

2 

2 

1 

9 

1 

1 

14 

Waldridge 

1 

i 

1 

2 

5 

Washington 

2 

1 

9 

2 

5 

1 

1 

12 

Witton  Gilbert  .... 

2 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

10 

Dame  Margaret’s 
Home 

Earl’s  House 

Industrial  School 

Totals 

22 

* ] 

23 

17 

23 

25 

17 

11 

| 

18 

15 

9 

9 

10 

199 

table  ix. 

TYPHOID  (ENTERIC)  & CONTINUED  FEVERS  IN  1910. 

Classified  According  to  Localities  and  Months  of  the  Yeah 


Localities. 

d 

ci 

J3 

<V 

JZ 

O 

h 

c3  . 

*E 

< i 

1 

c3  : 

S3 

a > 

c , 

3 i 

tii 

3 

<3 

4-j 

p. 

QT  O 

* ° 

> 

O 1 
86  ! 

y 1 

a;  ; 

< 

H 

H 

Barmston  

Biddick.  South  

1 

Birtlev  

Burnmoor  

2 1 

3 

Cocken  

, . . . 

Ednlondsley  

, .... 

1 

llarraton  

Lambtou  

Lamesley  

5 2 

7 

Lumley,  Great  

Lumley.  Little 

Oustou  

i 

i 

3 

Pelton  

1 

1 1 

Plawsworth  

Urpeth  

■ 

1 

Usvvorth  

l 

2 

3 

i 

Waldridge 

Washington  

1 

1 

») 

4 

Witton  Gilb(*rt 

i 

i 

1 

Dame  Margaret's 
Home 

1 

Earl’s  House 
Industrial  School.. 

Totals  ... 

l 

— 

4 

l 

i 

1 

1 

9 9 

1 

l 

I — 

28 

TABLE  X. 

DIPHTHERIA  IN  19  10. 

Dl\ssified  According  to  Localities  and  Months  ok  the  Year. 


Localities. 

.T  an . 

Feb. 

March 

April 

c S 

s 

J une  ! 

fcX) 

O 

< 

Sept. 

j Oct. 

c 

Dec. 

< 

tH 

O 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

9 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Lamest  ey 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

(i 

Lumley.  Little 

1 

1 

Oils  ton 

Pelton... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Plawsworth  ... 

i 

1 

1 

2 

Urpeth 

i 

1 

3 

Usvvorth 

W aid  ridge 

Washington  ... 

Witton  Gilbert 

4 

l 

3 

2 

i 

1 

1 

10 

•7 

l 

2 

1 

2 

11 

Dame  Margaret's  i 
Home  ..  ...  i 

Earl’s  House  | 

Industrial  School  \ 

Totals 

5 

10 

7 

5 

6 

2 

1 

6 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

1 

53 

TABLE  XI. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  IN  1910. 

Classified  According  to  Localities  and  Months  of  the  Year. 


Localities. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

j March. 

April. 

6 

P 

b~2 

•.fllif 

-5 

<n 

CC 

o 

O 

> 

o 

Dec. 

i J 

1 ? 

Barmston  

Biddick,  Soutli  . . . . 

Birtley  

Burnmoor  

Cockeii 

Edmondsley  

Harraton 

Lambton 

Lamesley 

Lvunley,  Great.  .... 

Lumlev,  Little  .... 

Ouston 

Pelton  

1 

1 

2 

Plawsworth 

Urpeth  

Usworth 

— 

Wald  ridge 

Washington 

Wifcton  Gilbert  .... 

i 

. . . .j 

Dame  Margaret’s 
Home 

Earl’s  House 

Industrial  School 

1 

....| 

1 

2 

TABLE  XII 

ERYSIPELAS  IN  1910. 

Classified  According  to  Localities  and  Months  of  the  Year. 


Localities. 

Jan. 

& 

V 

pq 

March 



"u 

P. 

< 

j May. 

June.  i 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

O 

O 

> 

O 

6 

u 

& 

! Total,  j 

i 

Rarmston  

I 

i 

Biddick,  South  .... 

Birtleji  

1 

. . . . 

2 

1 

5 

Rnrnmoor  



CJoeken  

TCdmondslev  

Harraton  

Lambton 

. . . . 

Lamesley 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

i 

10 

Tjiimlfty,  Great  .... 

i 

1 

Onston 

1 

.... 

1 

Pelton  

1 

4 

4 

1 

2 

l 

2 

1 

i 

17 

PI  awa  worth 

Hr  path 

I 

l 

1 

3 

1 

l 

i 

6 

Usworth 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

22 

Waldridpre 

' 

1 

i 

Washington 

1 

1 

! 

3 

VVitton  Gilbert  .... 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Dame  Margaret’s 
Home 

Earl’s  House 

Industrial  School 

Totals 

6 

6 

11 

13 

2 

6 

1 

6 

3 

4 

3 

1 

10 

71 



t 

TABLE  XIII. 

Birth-Rate,  General  Death  Rate,  Zymotic  Death  Rate,  Diarrhceal  Death 
Rate,  and  Infant  Death  Rate  in  each  Township  during  1910. 


TOWNSHIP. 

© 

.3*  5 

5 

©7 * z. 

E S3  * 

z I ~ 

.2  ae  d 
w X ~ 

© 

s 5 = 

2 — 5 

QCa 

© 

I^ig 

J5  «S  Z & 

© z. 

Barmston  

27-54 

12*71 

384 

Riddick,  South 

23’8I 

Birtley  

35*55 

16*68 

2*41 

1*81 

167 

Burnmoor  

21*34 

12*19 

142 

Cocken  

35*19 

17*64 

5 88 

5*88 

166 

Edmondsley  

35*98 

14*99 

3*42 

2*14 

202 

Harraton  

31*23 

16*06 

1*48 

0-89 

142 

Lambton 

52*98 

13*24 

125 

Lamesley 

29*06 

12*70 

0*95 

Ol>3 

142 

Lumley.  Great  

43*95 

10*37 

0*97 

0*97 

67 

Lumley,  Little  

41*73 

18*83 

2*45 

1*63 

137 

Ouston 

20*75 

1 1 *85 

48 

Pelton  

45*45 

15*78 

1*78 

1*14 

1(51 

Plawsworth  

32*74 

12*18 

304 

1*52 

72 

Urpetli  

34*45 

15*47 

1 *45 

1*16 

178 

Us  worth 

38*40 

14*23 

2*33 

1*34 

131 

31*97 

12*91 

85 

Washington 

40*90 

14*97 

1*93 

1*41 

145 

Witton  Gilbert  

36*22 

15*89 

1*52 

0*41 

145 

TABLE  XIV. 


POPULATION  OF  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNSHIPS  IN 

THE  DISTRICT. 

Estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  Year  1910. 


TOWNSHIPS. 

1901  (Census). 

1909. 

Popu- 

lation. 

1910. 

Number 
of  In- 
habited 
Houses. 

Popu- 

lation. 

Average 

per 

House. 

Number 
of  In- 
habited 
Houses. 

Popu- 

lation. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

As  compared  with 
1910. 

197 

588 

4 63 

588 

102 

472 

1 16 

1 ] 

38 

3-52 

42 

12 

42 

"Rirtley 

loas 

5373 

4-96 

8119 

1656 

8213 

94 

292 

1449 

4-95 

1341 

265 

1312 

29 

Cocken  

20 

100 

5-00 

125 

34 

170 

45 

Fidmondsley 

500 

2524 

5-04 

2334 

463 

2334 

Harraton  . . 

542 

2788 

5-14 

3362 

654 

3362 

- 

Lambton 

31 

151 

4-87 

131 

31 

151 

20 

1074 

5341 

4-97 

6297 

1267 

6297 

Lumley,  Great-  

439 

2004 

4-56 

2025 

444 

2025 

96 

562 

5-85 

1221 

222 

1221 

Ouston 

153 

963 

6-29 

1037 

161 

1012 

25 

Pelton  . . , 

1145 

5504 

4-80 

7862 

1650 

7920 

58 

Plawsworth 

270 

1246 

4-61 

1318 

285 

1313 

5 

Urpeth  

523 

2613 

5-00 

3425 

G85 

3425 

Usworth 

1132 

6195 

547 

7762 

1490 

8150 

388 

Waldridge 

292 

1491 

5-10 

1471 

288 

1471 

Washington 

897 

4559 

5-08 

7345 

1525 

7747 

402 

Witton  Gilbert 

1053 

5300 

4-89 

6934 

1479 

7232 

298 

Totals 

9,680 

48,789 

5-04 

62,739 

12,713 

63,869 

1,305 

175 

TABLE  XV. 


CHESTER-LE- STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Oases  of  Enteric  Fever  during  1910. 


Xo.  jj 

Date  of 
otSfication. 

Name.  § 

Sex. 

Locality. 

Probable  Cause. 

Probable 

connection 
between  one 
case  and  any 
other. 

Probable  connection 
between  the  cause  of 
one  case  and  any  other. 

Water  Supply  Source. 

Drainage. 

• 

Method  of 
Excrement 
Disposal. 

Manner  in  which 
Scavenging 
is  performed. 

Remarks. 

Termination 

No. 

Usworth  Colliery  . . . 

XT 

Newcastle  & Gateshead 

Ash-closet.  . . . 

Well 

Recoverv  . 

1 

1 

4th  Jan. 

0.  S.  5 

F. 

Unascevtainable  

Previous  missed  case  in  house 

2 

2 

1th  March 

F.  T 32 

M. 

Springwell  

3 

3 

F.  T.  17 

F. 

Washington  Station  . 

»>  » ’*  ” 

4 

4 

9th 

W.  S.  37 

M. 

Fatal  .... 

5 

5 

21st  „ 

M.  D.  52 

F. 

Pelton  

Ashpit  privy  . 

Recover}7  . 

6 

6 

11th  May 

N.  W 4 

F. 

Ouston 

** 

7 

7 

24th  June 

J.  S.  is 

ii. 

Sacriston 

Washington  Station  . 

” 

8 

8 

loth  July 

W.  D.  3S 

M. 

Imported  from  Whitley  Bay 

9 

9 

27th  Aug. 

M.  J.  2f 

F. 

F. 

Urpeth  Square 

This  child  lived  in  a street  (7  or  8 houses)  in 

10 

9th  Sept. . 

E.  A.  1( 

which  Enteric  appears  every  year 

10 

11 

11 

„ ., 

L.  A. 

M. 

Previous  case  in  house 

Ate  Mussels  in  Durham  . . . 

Weardale 

The  date  of  invasion  from  date  of  eating 

12 

M.  A.  3 

M. 

Blackhouse  

mussels  agrees  with  incubation  period  of 

12 

Imported  from  North' berl’d 

Recovery  . . 

13 

13 

12th  „ 

11.  A.  E.  3 

7 F. 

Pelton  Fell  

Team  Colliery  

14 

14 

13  th  „ 

B.  B.  3 

2 M. 

Imported  from  Gateshead  . 

15 

J.  B.  2 

s ir. 

Previous  unrecognised  case 

2*5  2*5 

6 6 

£ & 

Newcastle  & Gateshead 

Ashpit  privy  . 

• • 

15 

in  house 

16 

18 

„ 

11.  S.  2 

8 F. 



17 

17 

N.  S. 

3 F. 

” 

Nos.  13  to  17  . 

18 

18 

29th  „ 

w.  s. 

o M. 

” 

19 

19 

3rd  Oct. 

11.  L. 

0 F. 

Washington  Station 

Newcastle  & Gateshead 

20 

20 

5th  „ 

B.  S. 

8 11. 

Team  Colliery 

Case  in  House 

In  Hospital  diagnosed  Pneumonia 

21 

21 

E.  J. 

11  M. 

,, 

22 

22 

G.  L. 

9 M. 

1 West  Pelton  

Unascertainable 

23 

2£ 

10th  „ 

F.  L. 

5 F. 

Washington  Station 

Previous  case  in  house  .... 

No.  19  

24 

24 

„ „ 

M.  L. 

13  F. 

” 

” ” 

’ 

Newcastle  A Gateshead 

25 

21 

14th  „ 

B.  C. 

4 F. 

Team  Colliery 

Visited  house  of  Nos.  13-17 

Nos.  13-17  . . 

»»  • • 

26 

2( 

29th  „ 

I.  L. 

10  F 

New  Washington  . . 

Imported  from  Middlesbro 

„ . . 

27 

2' 

31st  „ 

S.  H. 

23  F 

New  Lambton  . . . . 

. See  remarks  to  No.  10  . . . 

28 

2 

16  th  No 

v.  R.  L. 

14  M.  Washington  Station 

1 1 

.j  Previous  case  in  house. . . . 

. No.  19  

Weardale  & Consett  and  Newcastle  1 Gateshead  are  upland  waters.  Sunderland  and  Herrington  are  deep-well  water. 


